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TO ALL THE 


People of England, 
That attend upon the 


MixIsTRr of that Church. 


Gentlemen, | : 

T is not purely to pleaſe my 

ee, nor to diſpleaſe any of 
= you, but, in Faithfulneſs to 

p| foal ie Souls of many of you, 


Ll 


Mo which I greatly love and va- 


Tue, which is the chief Motive of my writing ; 


and therefore ] have theſe two Requeſts moſt 
humbly to beg of you : = 


» 
Firſt, To weigh what is here ſaid with the 
greateſt Serroujneſs and Impartiality. 


A 2 Secondly, 
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en, not regarding any Thing 
Mal; and then F 1 but it 
will have ſuch a good Effect, as to cool, ſweet- 
| en, and alter your preſent Sentiments of thoſe 
; whom you call Piſſenters; when you ſee they 
| are the beſt Churchinen in holding up and 
| maintaining thoſe Doctrines that are Fun- 
| nal, and «qbich are contained in 3 

| Articles and Homilies ; from which. the Ge- 
| nerality of your Clergy are revolted, though 
they all grove their: Afent and Conſent to 
maintain them, before God, Angels and 
Men, when they. came firſt ta preach among 
you ; without which Conſent they could not 
hold their Places of Profit and Honour, 


te plain 


. . ———— ĩ˖——— — 


T doubt not but the Title Page may ſeem 
furpriging to you + But, by the fr Quo- 
| tation, from no leſs. Man than Dr. Edwards 
| of Cambridge, which is no more than ubat 
he ſaid before the Clergy of that Univerſity, 
| in bis Sermon on the happy Union between 
| England and Scotland; which he cauſed 
ö to. be printed by J. Robinſon, in the Near. 
1707. called, One Nation, and One King, 
; that all the Clergy might have Liberty to 
reply to it, if it were mot true. Now when 1 
bad read this, and three Books wrote by the 
ſame Author, entitled, The Preacher, F 

3 found 


The PxEFACn 1 
found in them that he „o a Demon- 
jon, that the Arminian Clergy are apo- 
Native from the Doctrine of the Reformas» 
tim I refolued with my ſelf to inſpect nar- 
rowly. into. the Truth of what the Doctor 
charges them with, and applied my ſelf cloſe- 
ly to: read that godly and great Searcher 
inta Antiquity, Biſhop Uſher, and Biſhop 
Babbington, Biſbop Hall, Biſhop Reynolds, 
ſhop Downham, and Biſhop Beveridge, 
and ſeveral others; and find all their Works 
were. founded on the Calvinian Bottom; 
which has cauſed me to have had many Ar- 
guments, both with the Clergy and Laity ; 
but find them great Enemies to the Doctrine 
of the Reformation, I cannot forbear trans 
ſeribing a Paſſage or two I met with in a 
late Author, 


I cannot (ſays he) but make one Obſer- 
vation obvious: to any Inquirer; with what 
* Wonder and Aſtoniſhnent would thoſe 
great Luminaries, the firſi Reformers of 
© our Eſtabliſbed Ghurch, look down on our 
© preſent Generation, to. ſee their Doctrines 
© expladed, and made the Sneer aud Banter 
© of thoſe Men who: fill their Places .of Profit 

and Honour ! though they are not quortby 
to carry. their Rooks after them. for pro- 
found Knowledge and godly living ; which 
* made them. greatly beloved in their Days, 

; And 
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" open than I can pretend to in ſo ſmall a 


Vi The PxEracs. 
and their Works ſmell with a fweet Sa- 
« vour to all godly and wiſe Men.“ Ano- 
ther Obſervation the ſame Author makes, is, 

« That the Works of thoſe very Men, down 
© #0 one hundred Years, and more, for the 
© Benefit of ſucceeding Generations, are now 
in ſuch ſmall Eſteem, that twelve Months 
Labour of one Divine then, will not fetch 
4 Groat per Pound for waſte Paper; when, | 
at the ſame Time, the Turkiſh Alcoran, 
« or any other Anti-chriftian Piece of leſs * 
« Bulk, immediately ſtriting at the Honour 
© of our dear Lord, or the Holy Spirit, 
© that only can reveal him, meets with ear= | 
© neſt Attention, and will almoſt fetch a 

© Pound in Money; which he thinks Mat- 

© ter of great Lamentation. And, agree- 


able to this, I bought a Folio of that godly 


Man's Works, Mr. Perkins, for 18 d. con- 


taining 797 Pages; which ſhews at what 


a low Price their pious Labours are rated. 


Reader, my earneſt Requeſt is, That you 
would, if you are-a Perſon that can afford 
it, buy the aforementioned Books of Dr. 
Edwards's, and you will fee much more of 
the Deceit of the Arminian Clergy laid 


Treatiſe : And when you have read them 
with great Application, then lend them to 
your Friends and Netghbours ; and this * 


. The PRRERFACR. vii 


= be doing the greateſt Piece of Love and Kind- 
= neſs you can poſſibly do for them: For if the 
Plague was among ſt u, would you not re- 
joice if you had a Remedy which would cure 
it ? Why not then help them to one againſt 
a Plague much worſe than that of the Body 
(as the Doctor expreſſes it;) for as the Soul 
1s of infinite more Value than the Body, ſo 
2 ought all our Concerns to be apply d about 
its Welfare. | 
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Before I cloſe this Preface, let me entreat 
you to be like the noble Bereans, who ſearch- 
ed the Scriptures daily, to ſee if thoſe Things 
were ſo or not ; and look into the Works of 
your ancient godly Biſhops and Doctors, 
and others of your learned Divines ; and 
38 Zhen I make no Doubt but you will ſee your 
Arminian Clergy have led you out of the 
gaod old Way, and have brought you a Coun- 
terfeit Coin, and pretend it is the true, 
But thoſe who know one from the other, will 
© eafily perceive the Fraud. I have gleaned 
aut of the forementioned Books of the Do- 
Cors, moſt of . the Paſſages which prove 
what I have advanced in this Treatiſe, 
for theſe three Reaſons : Firſt, Becauſe the 
Books come to ſo much Money, that the 
Poor cannot afford to buy them. Secondly, 
The Titles of them are known but to a few. 
And, Thirdly, You all love to hear what a 
TT Hofer 
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. ſhall . add, Foe 1 deri „h J 
rbat what I have offered 2 v Conſide- 
ration, may have that Mefſed Lean on you, 
to open your Eyes, and turn you from 
Darkneſs 1 to Light, 
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HRE 


Church of England 


TURN'D 


DISSE NT E R, &c. 


DISS ENTER. 


AER 600 D Morning to you, my 


Old Neigbbour; how do you 
do to Day? I am glad to ſee 
SY you lock with ſo chearful a 
158 Countenance; I hope you have 
heard ſome, good News. 

Churchman. You have rightly gueſſed ; for 
I hear our new Church is finiſhed, andswill be 
preached in next Sunday; and that, I think, is 
good News, indeed. | | 

Diſ. Iam not at all ſorry, that you have got 
ſo Commodious a Place to Worſhip in; but, 
what would raiſe my Joy to a greater Height, 
would 


2.1 
would be to hear the old Church of England 
Doctrine was preached in it, that was preached 
in all your Churches one hundred and twenty 
Years ago; and hath been preached by ſeveral 
godly learned Men within theſe thirty Years, viz, 


+ Biſhop Beveridge, Dr. Edwards of Cambridge, 


Mr. Burket of Dedham, and Mr. Jenks of Harley 
in Shropſhire, and many Others, too. tedious to 
mention: But I name theſe becauſe they are in 
Print, and are all on my Side in fundamental 
Points. e | 

Ch, I am greatly ſurprized at your Wiſh : 
Why! Is not the Doctrine taught in our Church, 
by the preſent Clergy, the ſame as, it was at our 
firſt Retormation from Popery, in the Days of 
our godly King Edward the VIth. and in the 
Reign of his Siſter Queen Elizabeth of bleſſed 
Memory? What! Will you inſinuate that we 


. are. changed from what we were then? Will 


you go about to prove that we are revolted 
from our godly Martyrs, and bleſſed Refor- 
mers? I hope that you, nor no Man in Emg- 
land, is able to prove any ſuch Thing; for our 
Clergy baaſt greatly of Antiquity, and fay ; 
The nearer the Fountain, the clearer the Stream: 
Now this would be a manifeſt Contradiction to 
that Notion. | _ 

Di, I hope to make it appear as plain, as 
two and two make four, that the Generality of 
the Clergy preach a Doctrine ſubverſive of, and 
inconſiſtent with, ſome of the Truths contained 
in their Articles and Homiltes, and ſeveral 
Things contained in their Common-Prayers. 

Cb. I pray you be fo kind to make plain what- 
you charge them with; for that will be an In- 
Uucement to me to come away from them, and 
| 80 
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go where I may hear the beſt Doctrine preach- 
ed: For, if they do not teach the Doctrine they 
ſubſcribe to, then they are not the Men I al- 
ways took them to be: For I cannot believe 
but our godly Reformers, and holy Martyrs, 
that compiled thole Articles and Homilies, 
were good Men, and are gone to Heaven. 

Di}. I make no Doubt ot that: For, it your 
preſent Clergy were as found in their Faith, and 
as holy in their Lives as they were, there would 
not be ſo many Diſſenters, as you call them, as 
there are; as | heard a Churchman ſay nor lon 
ago. I will enter on the Proof of what I before 
ſaid 3 which ſhall be a Doctor of your own 
Church. The Clergy of the Univerſity of 
Cambridge choſe Dr. Edwards to preach to them, 
in Great St. Mary's, on the Thank/giving- Day tor 
the happy Union between Exgland and Scotland : 
And, when he had ſhewn the many Bleſſings 
that might be brought about by both of them 
being ſoc cloſely united, ſo oppolite to Popery, his 
Words are as follow : 

We are. more particularly united in thoſe 
* reformed Doctrines, which are oppoſed to Pe- 
lagianiſm, and Arminianiſm. Any impartial 
Man may diſcern the Senſe of he Church of 
* England, in thoſe Points, by looking into her 
„Articles and Homiliesz and into the Wri- 
tings of the old Conformiſts, and E piſcopal 
« Clergy, who perfectly agreed with tae Puri- 
© tans in theſe Doctrines. And they glteemed 
* thele as Chriſtian Verities, belonging ro the 
very Foundation: They held them to be the 
great Ramparts and Bulwarks of Chriſtianity : 
* And herein, they were backed by the Church 
* of Scotland; which unanimouſly profeſſed theſe 
B 2 Do- 


= 

Poctrines, and held them to be the Teſt and 
* Barriers of the Proteſtant Religion. Thus 
© the Church (I bad almoſt called it the Kirk of 
* England) and that of our Neighbours, were 
© intirely one. The more deplorable therefore 
© it is to ſee how the Generality of our Clergy 
* are apoſtatized 3 they not ſetting their Clock 
by the Sun: They neglected to make the Scrip- 
© ture their Rule; and, conſulting Reaſon in- 
* ſtead of the Bible, and putting the Philoſo- 
* pher in our Saviour's Place, they are grown 
« wiſer than the learned and pious Compilers of 
our Articles; and than all the former Arch- 
* biſhops, and Biſhops, and Univerſities, and 


© the whole Body of the Clergy ; and have 


hereby unwiſely expoſed the Honour of the 
* Church of England. To ſpeak plainly, theſe 
Men merit the Title of Diſſenters, as well 


- * 35 the Nonconformiſts; for, if we would be 


© impartial (as I very much aim at, for my own 
Part) we muſt own, that there are two Sorts 
of D ſſenters amongſt us. Firſt, Thoſe that 


'* ſeparate from the Church of England, in re- 
ſpect ro Rites and Ceremonies, chiefly. Secondly, 
©* Thoſe that divide from her, in regard of Do- 
©@rines and Articles. And it's evident, that 


this latter Kind of Separation is of an higher 


Nature than the former; becauſe it is Matter 


* of Faith. Our Arminian Clergy, then, are 
* Diflenters properly ſo called: And it's mani- 
« feſt, that they cannot fairly and honeſtly faſten 
the Name of Diſſenters upon the Nonconfor- 
miſts (as they do) unleſs, at the ſame Time, 
they ſuffer thofe to call them by the ſame 
Title; for they both diſſent from the Church 
* of Ergland: The latter from its Ceremonies 


* the. - 


| 
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« the former from its Doctrines. Thoſe, they 
* commonly call Diſſenters, allow not of the 
« Uſe of the Cope, or Surplice: And theſe 
Men allow not of the Doctrine of Man's ori- 
« ginal Impotency, and Inability to fpiricual 
Good. The Nonconformiſts approve not of 
the Sign of the Croſs: And theſe Men diſlike 
what our Articles and Homilies fay of eternal 
Election. The former condemn the Bowing 
*at the Name of Jeſus ; And the latter rej-ct 
* what is held by our Church concerning God's 
« diſcriminating Grace, The one conform nor 


to the Geſture of Kneeling at the Sacrament : 


The other caſt off the A poſtolick Doctrine of 
« Juſtification by Faith alone, as it's underſtood 
© by our Church, and all the reformed Qnes. 
1. 5 I ſay, if one be a Diſſenter, che other 

* is ſo too; and therefore, let us not be partial 

© in diſtributing that Title. I cannot but blame 
* my Brethren for not being concerned for the 
« Doctrine of our Church, as much as they are 
for the Offices and Rites of it, If a Writer 
* ſends out a Book into the World that touches 
© theſe latter, we ſee they are preſently up in 
Arms againſt him: The Pulpit and the Preſs 
* ſweat to confute what he ſays; though it is na 
* more than what Eraſtus, Selden, and their ad- 
© mired Friend Grotius, had ſaid before; and 
« what a Dozen other Penmen had told dhe 
© World, Bur thele Men, I am ſpeaking of, 
dare not ſtand up in the Defence of ſpine of 
the principal Articles of our Church; yea, 
they tamely ſuffer others to expoſe them, and 
«do fo themſelves; and are not aſhamed of 
their Revolt and Apoſtacy. But we hope, by 
the Concurrence of our Brethren in Steel] 
5 3 ha 
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© who are now One with us, the Number and 
© Strength of thoſe, that profcls the ſound Do- 


© Arine of our Church, will be augmented 3 


yea, there is ſome proſpect of the thriving 
© of theſe Doctrines; freeing, not only our 
* Neighbours in the North, but thoſe in the 
* Eaſt, are cordial Aﬀerters of them, and ſtand 
firm and unſhaken in the Profeſſion of them. 
By ſaying this, I Know I bave exaſperated 
© ſame Perſons roa high Degree; I mean thoſe 
that are wont to mention the Dutch Divinity 
* with Scorn and Contempt (though, by the 
* bye) you ſhall not hear them talk againſt the 
« French T heology, For my Part, I think it 
may be ſpoken to the Honour of our Eaſtern 
«Neighbours (whatever other Indulgencies they 
give) to Keep up theſe Doctrines in their own 
Churches and Congregations. And in Time, 


it may be expected that the Belgick, and Cale- 


* donian Divines, together with thoſe at Home, 
will be ſerviceable to influence on our Arminian 
« Clergy 3 and be helpful to re-eſtabliſh thoſe 
* abdicated Truths amongſt us, Ws to give a 
* free Vent to the Calvinian Doctrines, which 
* have been ſtifled fo long a Time; and to ex- 
" tirpate Arminianijſm, which, at this Day, is 
© the Plague of Chriſtianity, and the Deſtructi- 
© on that waſtes at Noon-day, ? 

Ch. I am ſurprized to hear ſo much from this 
tearned Doctor in the Face of the Clergy of 
that Univerſity : Did they never anſwer it? 

Diſ. No: They never gave any Anſwer to 


that, nor his three other Books, called the 


Preacher: Where, in his Preface to the firſt 
Part, he faith as folly WS; 


J will 


pm”. r * c 


WH 


_—_ 


„„ 


"RJ 

©] will take Occaſion to offer the Reaſons 

© which induced me to take Notice of the Faul- 
« tineſs of thoſe Preachers, who ſhall at any 
Time neglet, or pervert theſe Doctrines. 
« Firſt, This is a Reflection on the Reformation. 
« We had this Chriſtian Faich brought over be- 
© times into this Iſland, by the firſt Planters of 
© the Goſpel; and it continued in the Britiſh 
Churches till Popery depraved it: But even 
© then there were ſome that ſtood up and aſſerted 
it. And, at the happy Reformation, it was 
« eftabliſh'd by thoſe eminent Perſons, whom 
© God ſtirred up here in this Nation, as he did 
© Others in foreign Countries. Amongſt us 
© theſe Doctrines continued and flouriſhed a 
© conſiderable Time, even in the Reigns of 
« three excellent Princes; at which Time, the 
© contrary Opinions were reckoned in the Num- 
ber of Popiſb Errors, as we plainly ſee in Bi- 
« ſhop Jetoel's Defence of his Apology, and in 
« Dr. urckff s Survey of Popery, and in Biſhop 
Hall's Treatiſe of the old Religion; as alſo in 
« W/ilet's Synopſis of Popery, and Mr. Pertins's 
© Reformed Catholick ; where the Doctrine of 
« Free-will, and Jaſtification by Works, and 
the denying of Predeſtination, of original' 
Sin, and ſpecial Grace in Converſion, are 
* reckoned as the proper Tenets of the Church 
© of Rome. And it may be remarked (what- 
© ever Obſervations may be made in other Coun- 
tries) that among us, it hath been fatal to 
© theſe Doctrines, to be often befrienged by 
© thoſe who were Well-willers to Rome, and 
arbitrary Government. We know the Time, 
+ when none were running faſter into the Em- 
6 braces of that Church, and favoured its ſuper. 
B 4 | « ſtitiouy 
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© ſtitious Ceremonies; and none were more 
« flaming Aſſerters of abloJute and deſpotick 
Sway; than thoſe who approved of, and 
« preached up theſe Opinions. W 

© Let us then, my Brethren, underſtand our 
© ſelves right, and by no Means recede from the 
* Doctrines which the Reformation conveyed 
© unto us. Let us always remember that theſe 
* are the Truths which our Church were hap- 
* pily reſtored to at that bleſſed Junture. And 
© let us think it an high Aﬀront to the Refor- 
„mers of our Church (ſome of whom were 
* glorious Martyrs and Confeſſors) to oppole 
their united Judgments, Ir is a ſcandalous 
* Thing to ſlight and diſregard the unanimous 
« Suffrages of all the great Men, who led us 
* out of Popery into the Proteſtant Religion, 
Shall we, who profeſs our ſelves to be the 
great Bulwark of the reformed Religion, and 


- © the Proteſtant Cauſe : Shall we revolt from 
s the Principles which we took up at the Refor- 


mation? Shall we hold faſt our Rites and Ce- 
© remonies, which we had from our Reformers, 
* (though, perhaps, they would in a ſhort 
Time have laid ſome of them aſide) and yet 
© let go the Doctrines they tranſmitted to us? 
« Surely, we who have a high Eſteem for the 
* Liturgy and Prayers, compoſed by thoſe 
* pious Perſons, ſhould not be aſhamed of the 
* Articles, which the ſame holy Men pro- 
* feſſzd and delivered to us. Yea, We are 
* obliged to adhere to them, and to make open 
Profeſſion of them, leſt we too apparently 
* ſhew our ſclves to be no Friends to the Refor- 
mation, 


Hereby 


FS: 


Hereby we diſparage, not only the Refor- 
mation and Proteſtant Religion, but more 
« particularly that Church of which we have 
the Honour to be Members; and which we 
have a thouſand Times proclaimed to be the 
« beſt, and pureſt, and molt apoſtolick Church 
in the World. Seeing ſhe is lo, we ought to 
« reverence her Doctrines, and publickly own 
t them in our Preaching ; and not abuſe and 
id AF <« diſhonour her, by miſrepreſenting them. For 


r- XZ *« this is a firm Propoſition, That they that ad- 
Ee FX © here to the Remonſtrants Opinion, abandon 
ſe c the Doctrine of the Church of England, and 
us ccaonſcquently refuſe to pay that Honour which 
us iãs due from them to her. What an egregious 
18 * Reproach will it be to the Church of England, 
n. J will not ſay (for ſhe remains the ſame pure 
* « Church that ſhe was at the Reformation) but 
d to ſome of her Sons, if they abandon thoſe 
n Doctrines and Articles of Divinity which ſhe 
= « ſtill ſtrenuouſly aſſerts and maintains, and 
— * which ſhe always profeſſed to be her Judg- 
K ' + ment and Belief? Yea, ſhall we not bluſh 
t to be leſs Orthodox than the Diſſenters ! Shall 
t we not be aſhamed to be leſs Obſervant of the 
? Poctrines of our Church than they whom we 
e brand as Schiſmaticks! Do we not ſee, that 
e * a great Part of thoſe who diſlike the Diſcipline 
© * and Communion of our Church, firmly ad- 
- here to the Articles of it? and ſhall we, who 
e have ſubſcribed tq them, and have, under our 
1 + Hands, left it on rd, that we diq; it free- 
/ Fly ; ſhall we diſregard them, yea, and preach 
. them down? far be this from us; but rather 


+ let us both join in aſſerting the old received 


Poctrines of che Church of England, the Ace 
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© that were owned, afferted, and vindicated by 
© her Arch-biſhops, Biſhops, Profeſſors of Di- 
* vinity, Preachers, and all her true Sons and 
Members after the Reformation; and thus 
© there will be no Occaſion for the Diſtinction 
which ſome would be ready to make of your 
Old and New Church of England; nor will 
© there be any Ground for that Quere, Where 
© were their Doctrines before the Arminians ard 
* Remonſtrants ſer up? | 

Our Church, in her Commination, wiſhes 
© that a certain godly. Diſcipline may be re- 
* ſtored, Truly 1 think ſhe may now, with 
* as much Reaſon, wiſh the ſame concerning 
© ſone of her godly Doctrines, even thoſe con- 
© tained in her Articles and Homilies ; 'tis the 
© hearty Wiſh of all the true Lovers and Ad- 
© mirers of our Church, that theſe may regain 


1 n Eſteem, and be heard oftner in 


© our Sermons. This makes me ſo concerned, 
© in the following Diſcourſe, to call upon my 
«* Brethren to be mindful of their Daty in this 
Affair, and to act as become the Miniſters of 
the Church of England. 

The contrary Practice reflects on Religion 
© it ſelf, and the Sacred Writ on which it is 
founded, and by which it is ſupported. For, if 
« we conſult the Deciſions of our Convocations, 
and their Writings, and Diſcourſes of our 
* Arch-biſhops and Biſhops, and the reſt of our 
« Clergy, we ſhall find, that they alledged for 
* theſe Doctrines the Holy Scriptures, and 
made theſe the Ground-work of their Belief, 
and of their Aſſert ions in theſe Matters: For 
if they argue about theſe Things, they mult . 
* argye out of this Book, following the Pat- 

| * tern 
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 « tern ſet them in the ancient Synods z where 
© « the Bible was wont to be placed on a Throne, 


and was applied to on all Occafions, We 
* muſt govern and manage all our Reaſonings, 
about divine Things, by what we find in thoſe 


6 Writings : For we are to know, that divine 


« Myſteries are not of a Size with our Under- 
« ſtandings, but far ſurpaſs the Reach of them, 
and depend wholly on the Will and Pleaſure 
of God: They are Notions that do not na- 
© turally come into the Minds of Men; but 
« we learn them from the Scriptures and the 
* poſitive Declaration of God's Will there. 
In Natural Philoſophy we may uſe Con- 

« jectures, and, indeed, ſcarcely any thing elſe, 
© unleſs where we have Experiment, the only 
« ſolid Baſis of this Science, otherwiſe it's bur 
* Hypotheſis. In Moral Philoſophy, Reaſon, 
and the Nature of the Things, but chiefly 
* the Study of the Nature of God, and of Man, 
* conduct us to the true and right Notions. 
But in Divinity, eſpecially in the Doctrines 
* of Chriſtianity, the Scripture is the only 
* Guide, and the ſureſt Rule; and therefore 
* we muſt ſubmic to this, and be wholly direct- 
*ed by it: And though there be Difficulties 
* which cannot be cleared, and Objections which 
we cannot ſolve, yet we are bound to believe 
© the Doctrines themſelves; for we muſt. re- 
* member, the Deſign in this Sacred Volume is, 
* to exalt the divine Will and Sovereignty, and 
* to debaſe the high Thoughts and Nestes. 
* ings of frail Mortals: Wherefore, that which 
* oftentimes appears to us to be moſt reaſona- 
ble and plauſible, is not the neareſt the Truth. 
yea, generally the leſs there ſeems to be of 
| human 
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© human Reaſon and Probability in the Do- 
« Etrines of the Goſpel, and the more ſtrange 
* theſe are to our natural Conceptions, the 
greater Stamp of divine Authority they have 
upon them. Wherefore this ought to ſatisfy 
us, that God hath declared his Will concern- 
* ing theſe Matters, in the Sacred Writings ; 
© and therefore we ought heartily co believe 
them, and as heartily to reject the idle Con- 
© ceits and Fancies of thoſe Men, who, not- 
* withſtanding their great Pretences to profound 
© Reaſon, and Arguing, abuſe their Wit and 
Parts, merely to oppoſe the Sacred Diſco- 
© veries, 

Now ſeeing this was the Conduct of our 
« Anceſtors, ſeeing they examin'd the Doctrines 
© I ſpeak of by Scripture, and embraced them 
© themſelves, and commended them to us on 
© that very Ground; how ill will it be to hear, 
among Perſons of lewd Prmciples and Deri- 
« ders of Religion, if ſome of the preſent Race 
« of Churchmen deſpiſe and reject thoſe very 
« Doctrines? Is it not to be feared, that the 
« Credit of the Scriptures will be much impair- 
© ed thereby? and will it not redound to the 
« Diſhonour of Religion, that ſome of our 


chief Principles and Doctrines cannot hold 


out and remain the ſame above fourſcore 
« Years? and that in the Church, as well as 


ein other Societies of Men, there are new 


Modes and Faſhions introduced? I am afraid 
this will be thought, by ſome, to bear too 
hard upon Religion it ſelf ; wherefore there 

js need of that Warning which I have given, 
This is more particularly an Impeachment 
of our Integrity and Steadfaſtneſs. If any of 
| us 
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dus thus alter with the Times, and {wap our 
bold Opinions for new ones, how ſhall we ac- 
count for our Sincerity and Conſtancy? if 
e thus wheel about, what is the World to 
= « expect of us afterwards? It gives ſome Um- 
= © brage and Suſpicion that we are fallen back 
= © again to that old Point; and this Alteration 
looks like a Preparative to it. Wherefore, 
® <« as we deſire to give Proofs of our Upright- 
= <« neſs, and being hearty in our Religion, let us 
2 «© keep our Ground; let us hold faſt the Form 


of ſound Words, which our Church hath de- 


d livered to us; let us not diſſemble our Per- 


ſuaſion, and thereby hazard and betray the 
Truth; let us conſider how dangerous a 
Thing it is, after fo wonderful and happy an 
« enlightening of our Minds with divine Veri- 


4 ties by the Holy Scriptures, and by the par- 


ticular Miniſtry of our Church, wilfully to 


put out our Eyes, and to affect Darkneſs in- 


* ſtead of Light; we ſhould remember what the 
« Apoſtle ſays, FI build again the Things that 
« I have deſtroyed, I make my ſelf a Tranſereſ= 
* ſor, We certainly ſhall be Tranſgreſſors and 
Delinquents of a very high Nature, if we re- 
* nounce thoſe Truths, which, by being adopt- 
ed into our Church, and being made Miniſters 
© of it, we ſolemnly undertook to aſſent to, to 
« profeſs and to preach. I have often wondered 
* how our Divines, who are Perſons of good 
« Senſe and Underſtanding, and who pﬀetend 
* to be faithful and ſteadfaſt to the Church, 
can ſo eaſily relinquiſh thoſe Articles which 


* they cannot but know are the profeſſed Do- 
* Ctrines of our Church, 


« And 


140 


And here let me add this too; that by this 
© Fickleneſs and Inconſtancy, we teach others 
to throw off the Doctrines of the Orthodox 
© Church, and we authorize that Practice in 
them, which yet we condemn : For why may 
not Socinians (to mention them only at pre- 


© ſent) oppoſe the Doctrines of the Trinity, and 


* Chriſt's Satisfaction, Cc. as well as any of 
© us trample upon thoſe of Predeſtination, Im- 
< putation of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, the Necel(- 
© ſity of ſpecial and ſupernatural Grace, the 
© final Perſeverance of thoſe that are regene- 
© rate, Sc. They have us for their Pattern, 
* and we cannot be angry with them. for fol- 
* lowing our Example: We interpret and ex- 
pound away our Articles; we gloſs away 
* molt of our chief Doctrines; and this we 
have been doing theſe forty or fifty Years, 
and we perſiſt in it to this very Hour, Thus 
* we teach our Adverſaries to tack about to be 
Renegades and Diſſenters, and thereby to con- 
vince the World of their Inſincerity and In- 
* conſtancy. But let us be aſhamed of this Fol- 
* ly, and think our ſelves concerned to imitate 
the great Apoſtle, whoſe preaching was not 
* yea and nay, 2 Cor. i. 17. that is, was noc 
* changeable and inconſtant; he did not flu- 
ctuate in his Sermons to the People; he at- 
« fected no Innovations in his Doctrines. 

This Declenſion of ſome of us in our Do- 
« Ctrines, is a Reflection on our Prudence and 
« ſelf Management; we ſhew our ſelves to be 
very weak and ſoft, in ſuffering our ſelves to 
be tied down to other Mens T edders, and in 
* tamely conforming our ſelves to their Words 
* and Sentiments, 


There 
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There was one Titian, an Orator, who was 
© called the Ape of his Time, becauſe his Ta- 
© lent lay in imitating. other Men in their Wri- 
« tings and Sayings. This, it ſeems, was not: 
thought, in thoſe Days, matter of Commen- 
dation; nor is it really fo now, whatever 


* < ſome may think; but it is an Argument of 
© Unmanlineſs and Imprudence, apiſhly to imi- 
* © tate ſome Men in a Set of Opinions which 


© are, at this Day, in Faſhion ; and it is cer- 
« tain this is not the Way to Truth; for a de- 
© ſigned Imitator cannot be Maſter of Truth. 
Who ſees not that it is modiſh to be an Armi- 
© nian, and to think and ſpeak as the Remon- 
* ſtrants do? whence it is that ſo many of our 
Preachers embrace thoſe Notions, and eſpeci- 
* ally our young Divines affect to reſemble 
© their Seniors, and to follow their Leaders, 
and greedily to lick up whatever falls from 
their Mouths or Pens, out of that Reſpect 
which they pay to them, and, perhaps, from 
© the Expectations which they have raiſed in 
them; for none are their Favourites and Mi- 
* nions, but thoſe that ſhape their Opinions to 
their Dictates. And the Time was, when a 
* Book could not be licenſed if the Chaplain 
* ſurmiſed that it ſavoured never ſo little of any 
Doctrine owned at the Sy nod of Dort; though 
ſome of our Divines, yea, Prelates of our 
Church, were worthy Members of that Synod. 
To draw towards a Concluſion, I kgow it 

* may ſeem very invidious, as well as a darin 
Task, to reflect on Perſons and Things as 1 
* have done. I know I ſhall, by this Freedom 
* which I have uſed, offend fame Perſons ; but 
* it is an Offence taken, not given ; and thers- 
| fore 
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« fore I ſhall be little concerned for it. I never 
© conſult other Mens liking or diſliking, when 
© ] bave Scripture and Truth on my ſide: I 
© may, perhaps, have diſpleaſed many, and it 
is not improbable that I ſhall diſpleaſe more. 
But this I mvſt ſacredly promiſe, that I will 
« ever ſtrive to make Truth my Friend, and to 
« pleaſe and gratify her. For my Part, I am 
© no Swiſs, I fight not for pay; I ſpeak all as a 
« Perſon that is wholly free and diſintereſted. I 
© have undertaken to vindicate thoſe Truths that 
J obſerved were going out of Faſhion ; I deſign 
to aſſert that Cauſe which I ſee is deſerted by 
© ſo many; and I will run the Riſque of diſ- 
« pleaſing this preſent Age, in hope that After- 
times will be more favourable to what I 
© ſay. | 

If I be thought to be ſingular, and am 
© blamed for conteſting againſt the common 
Vogue and Suffrage, I tender this to be con- 
« ſidered; That in thoſe Matters which are plain 
and evident, and grounded upon the Word of 
God, it is not a blameable Singularity for any 
© one to ſtand alone in the Defence of Truth; 
« wherefore I will not deſpair of the Favour 
and Candour of you, my Breihren, to whom 
this preſent Undertaking is addreſſed; for I 
« ſpeak to good and wiſe Men, and, I believe, 
there are none of that Character that will be 
« offended at my Freedom, it being neceſſary 
in order to the laying open the Faults of 
© thoſe Perſons whom my Diſcourſe led me to 


© addreſs my ſelf to. I intreat you therefore, 


* my Brethren, bear with my Plaineſs ; ſhew 
not your ſelves uneaſy at what I fay 5 miſcon- 
« ſtrue me not for delivering my Mind without 

6. Dil- 


— 
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« Diſguiſe and Palliation. You have ſuffered 
that great Man, Biſhop Ward, and his learn- 
« ed Succeſſor in that See, and the late Biſhop of 
* Worceſter, and the preſent Dean of Exeter, to 
© give you good Advice, and even to tax the 
« Vices of the Clergy: I hope I may preſume 
c (though I have none of thoſe Titles) to do 
* ſomething of the like Nature; and I have 
done it in this Book, which I now offer to 
you, wherein I hope all is ſpoken with that 
< Decency which becomes your Character. The 


Church of Epheſus was charged with leaving 
© her firſt Love; and ſhe is exhorted to remem- 


ber from whence ſhe was fallen, and to repent 
© and do her firſt Works: This is the Sum of 
«* what I have ſaid to you, and now moſt ſo- 
© lemnly urge it upon you. You are fallen off 
from your original Principles, but be prevail- 


ed with to return, and to reſume your firſt 
and ancient Poſitions. You are the Succeſſors 
of brave and great Men, and as you ſuc- 


« ceed them in their Places and Revenues, ſo ' tis 


© fit you ſhould inherit their Doctrines: Deſert 


© not that Cauſe which they ſo manfully defend- 


ed: Debauch not thoſe Articles which they 


« kept pure and intire 3 if you do not this, ſome 


are apt to think that there will be almoſt a 
Neceſſity of repairing ſometimes to other Aſ- 


« ſemblies beſides thoſe of our Church, that 
« Perſons may have the Whole of Religion 


taught them: That in the one they may be 


inſtructed in the Doctrines of Juſtififation by 
Faith alone, Sc. and in the other, they may 


be ſtirred up to the Practice of Moral and 
_* Chriſtian, Duties. But, my Brethren, I am 
now putting you into a Way how you. may 


* pre- 
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« prevent this occaſional Separation, and how 
* you may ſecure your Hearers to you, and 
8 {ceep your Flocks intire : The only way is to 
« recal the ancient Doctrines, and to let the 
© People know, from the Pulpir, what was the 
© true primitive Preaching of -Chriſt and his 
« Apoſtles : By this Means you have an Oppor- 
© tunity to ſighalize your Faithfulneſs and In- 
© tegrity, and to demonſtrate how ſincerely you 
regard the Welfare of the Church, and the 
Good of Mens Souls; and hereby you will 
© pain the Love and Eſteem of all good Men, 
and purchaſe to your ſelves a bright and 
« laſting Honour. Finally, if J am miſtaken 
in any of theſe Things which I have here treat- 
ed of, I will own my ſelf obliged ro the Perſon 
* who ſhall be pleaſed to ſhew me my Miſtakes, 


© and to convince me of my undue Propofitions 


that I have advanced through the whole Work; 
I declare that I ſtand ready, and thankfully to 
acknowledge the Hand that ſhall point to 
them. 2 4 5 755 

Let it not ſeem ſtrange, that a Member of 
the Church of England calls upon you to take 
Notice of the good Hand of God, and his, 
«© wiſe Providence in this very Matter. If we 


would open our Eyes, we ſhould ſee that we 


© are beholden to the ſober and moderate Diſſen- 
ters for the Continuance of a conſiderable 
Part of our Theological Principles amongſt 
« us, even thoſe which the Church of England, 
and her Reformers, had left us; if there had 
© been none of that Party, the Church of Exg- 
and had long ſince been ruin'd: For if the 
High Church-men had had no Check, they 
* would have brought in Popery before this 

| | | f Time, 
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Time, by a fide Wind of Arminiani/m, and by 
© overvaluing ceremonial Pomp in divine Wor- 


© ſhip. If that Body of Men had not been a- 
© mongſt us, we ſhould have run into greater 
< Extravagancies than we have done: For 
though we diſlike thoſe Perſons, yet we can- 
© not wholly diſregard them ; and we are loath 
© to ex our ſelves and our Actions to their 
* Cenſure and Check. Conſider how unreaſon- 
able and abſurd it is to cry out againſt new 
* Lights, to proteſt our diſlike of Innovations, 
© to condemn the giddy Sectaries for turning 
© about with every Wind of Doctrine, and yet 
© we to be really guilty of this our ſelves. Ar- 
* minaniſm is a new Scheme of Religion, which 
« defaces the ancient Pourtraiture we had of the 
divine Nature and Attributes; it is a Faſhion 
and Mode of Divinity, and yet we boaſt that 
our Faith is immoveable, that we ſtand faſt, 
© and keep our Ground, and are fixed on our 
Centre; whilſt others fly off from it, and de- 
© ſcribe a very vagrant Circumference, Our 
* Church-men talk of Antiquity, and what fine 
Things there were of old, in the primitive 


Times; and they are diſpleaſed with thoſe 


that ſhew any Diſlike of them; but how ſelf 


condemned are they, whilſt they revolt from 


* ſome of the ancient Doctrines of the Apoſtles 
and primitive Chriſtians, and from the Perſua- 
© fhoh of all the Prelates and Divines of our 
Church, that were our Predeceſſors, {ace the 
©* Reformation, and from the Determination of 
© the firſt reformed Churches abroad, W here 
© then is our Steadfaſtneſs ? where is our Ab- 
* horrence of Innovations? If it be required of 
£ Deacons, that they be not double tongued, 1 Tim, 
T © 2 6 111, 8. 


. - — — 
3 * 68 * — 
- — — 
> N — _ — _ = 


len tt, : N 
= — — — 
— 22 , 2 
. ; _— * — 
ry — — » 


— 


—— — — — ——— — — 
* an — 
— 
— — tr — af 
5 7 * * 
T: — — 


L 20 ] 

ni. 8. ſurely this is a Reflection on our Prieſts, 
© as the Principles of Honeſty and Chriſtiani- 
© ty ſuffer them not to ſay one Thing and mean 
another; ſo neither do they allow them to 
« ſpeak one Thing at one Time, and another 
that is contrary to that another Time; they 
'© muſt think it's their Concern to 1mitate the 
© primitive Believers who continued in the Apo- 
« ſtles Doctrine, who perſevered in the Profeſ- 
« fion of thoſe Truths which had been inſtilled 
into them. 

Lou live in a ſceptick and atheiſtical Age, 
© wherein moſt Men follow the Range of their 
down Imaginations, But be not led by their 
Examples, but attend on the Apoſtle's Coun» 
ſel ; Hold faſt the Form of ſound Words, 2 Tim. 
© 1.13. and to what he faith in another Place; 
© Stand faſt in one Spirit and one Mind, ſtriving 
« together for the Faith of the Goſpel, Phil. i. 27. 
and to that of another Apoſtle 3 Earneſtly con- 
© tend for the Faith that was once delivered to the 
« Saints, Jude ver. 3. and you have Reaſon to 
© ſtand fait, and to contend for it; becauſe it is 
© no indifferent and arbitrary Thing, and be- 
© cauſe, being once deliver*d, and that for ever, 
© you cannot expect any other Model of Faith 
© and Doctrine. Let us have our old Divinity, 
and the ancient Simplicity and Purity of Do- 
* Etrine 3 let us have no new Goſpel, no new 
Faith, no Innovations in the fixed Notion of 
« Chriſtian Theology. If the Moraliſts vertu- 
* ous Man was to be as ſteady as a Die, then 
certainly the Goſpel requires that we ſhould 
be fixed on our Baſis, and not eaſily removed 
© from it. If there was ſuch a Thing as a Man's 
being cenſtant to himſelf in what he ſaith and 
NO 905 © © © DEREFES 
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© believes (which was the Thing that Zeuo, and 
$ the Philoſophers of his Sect, required of every 
© one) ſurely the Chriſtian is not to be fickle and 
c variable, inconſtant and wavering ; but what 
Cyrus ſaid of Empire, he ſhould ſay of divine 
Truth: I count it a great Mater to acquire it, 
© but a greater Thing it is to keep it when I have 
« oof it. And this is that which you are more 
« eſpecially obliged to take Care of. I beſeech 
© you, my Brethren. ſcriouſly reflect (for Chriſt's 
* ſake) upon theſe Things; lay them to Heart, 
and ſhew your Senſe of Religion, and your 
© affectionate Concern and Zeal tor it, by own- 
© ing theſe Doctrines which are almoſt Joſt and 
* ſunk in- this degenerate Age. You ſolemnly 
* and publickly pray, That God, who through 
© the Preaching of the bleſſed Apoſtle St. Paul, 
© cauſed the Light of the Goſpel to ſhine through- 
© out the World, would grant, that you, having bis 
wonderful Converſion in Remembrance, may ſheto 
* forth your Thankfulneſs to him for the ſame, by 
your following the boly Doctrines which be laugbi. 
See that you do not contradict this Prayer by 
* oppoling that Doctrine (as thoſe that oppoſe 
the Doctrines of the Eternal Decrees, Origi- 
* nal Sin, Juſtification by Faith alone, Imputa- 
* tion of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, Special Grace, 
certainly do) yea, take it to be your Chriſtian 
Office to recal and revive it where it is loſt, 
and to bring it into Credit again. 

They are the Doctrines of our Church, 
* that chiefly conſtituted a true Chriſtian Church; 
* and therefore here we ſhould be moſt concern- 
ed, and they are thoſe that chiefly diſtinguiſh 
* us from the Church of Rome. For there are 
* ſome external Rites and Ceremonies which are, 
C 3 com- 
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© common to us both; and the eccleſiaſtical 
* Government and Diſcipline of both Churches 
© are, in Part, the ſame 3 but they are the Ar- 
© ticles and Doctrines which make the grand 
Difference, and conſequently we ought to 
keep this up with great Care and Diligence: 
© Theſe are our Shibboleth z by pronouncing of 
© theſe we are known to be what we are. Not 
to derogate in the leaſt from the Eſtabliſhed 
* Conſtitution, I may truly ſay, I never heard 
any ſober Man aſſert, that Epiſcopacy, and 
the Diſcipline that goes along with it, are eſ- 
* ſential, nor abſolutely neceſſary; that is, that 
© the Church ceaſes to be if they be wanting. 
Our Church, according to the Conceſſions of 
* ſome of the learnedeſt Men among us, might 
be a true Church without theſe z but ſhe can- 


© not without her Doctrines: It is theſe that 


makes the ſubſtantial Diſtinction between a 
true and a falſe Church; but the other 


Things do not. Since we ſee how reaſonable, 


yea, how neceſſary it is to look after our Do- 
* &rines, and to maintain and keep up the ſame 
Principles of Chriſtianity, ſuffer me to tell 
you, my Brethren, that this is the right Way 
© to ſettle Unity and Uniformity among us, 
* which hath been talked of ; though thoſe thar 


urge theſe moſt, are leaſt concerned for them; 


that is, they are careleſs in uſing the right 
Means in order to it. Talk no longer of Uni- 
* on in the Church till you unite in Doctrines, 


in a joint Perſuaſion of the divine Truths 


our Church hath juſtly-commended to you, and 


Which our firſt Reformers leſt with us. They 


knew right well what Doctrines were Popiſnh; 
*and we are taught by them, in the Articles 
| and 
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* and Homilies, what are the contrary to them, 
« * Tis our Buſineſs now to aſſert and defend 
c theſe latter; to take all poſſible Precautions 
« for preventing and hindering the corrupting 
of them, leſt, unawares, we run further into 
s Popery, 

We began to come into Favour with the 
© great Men of the Roman Church; they 
« obſerving that we were not ſuch warm Prote- 
c ſtants as we uſed to be, and that we flinch 
from ſome of our received Principles. Armi- 
© nianiſm brings us near to them, and admits us 
© into their Society and Friendſhip ; as we ſee 


* how F. Simon careſſes our Engliſh Divines : Te 


« may jay, ſaith he, of tbe Engliſh Epiſcopalians 
* what Cardinal Palavicini 7855 on the like Occa- 
« fion of ſome learned Proteſtants, That they rather 
* were no Catbolicks than Herelicks, And again, 
© in the ſame Place; That the true Religion of the 
* Church of England varies very /iltle from the 
Roman Religion, in outward Appearance, The 
© Reaſon is, becauſe we have let go ſcveral of 
our Doctrines, which heretofore we openly 
* aſſerted and maintained, and whereby we were 
* diſtinguiſhed from Papiſts; I mean the Do- 
ctrines of Eternal Election, Original Sin, and 
©the Imputation of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, We, —- 
If theſe Doctrines were true at the Reforma- 
© tion, they are ſo now, and we are not to be 
© aſhamed of them; eſpecially when we have 
« ſeen, that after the utmoſt Efforts of Reaſon 
© againſt them, and after all the violent Shocks 
they have encounter'd with, they remain 1m- 
* pregnable and invincible; for Truth is of that 
native Force and Vigor, that it clears it ſelf 
+ of Cavil and Falſhood, like ſome active 
| C 4 | « Spring 


C24 ] 
© Spring and Fountain, which works off and 
© caſts out all Filth and Dirt that is thrown 
© into it, I have here ſet you into the right 
* Way, which I would have you to go. A 
© credible Author tells us of a Perſon that was 
© diſtracted, and imagined himſelf a. King; 
* which fancy he ſo pleas'd himſelf withal, 


that after he was cured, he was extremely 


* angry with the Phyſician that recovered him'to 
© his right Mind. I will not ſo much as imagine 
* any Thing like this in you: I hope none of you 
* are loath to be diſpoſſeſſed of your falſe No- 
© tions, nor will be angry with me for diſcover- 
© ing them to you, and endeavouring to rid you 
* of them. I rather expect that you will be 
glad to ſee your Faults; and having ſeen 
them, that you will ſhew your diſlike of them, 


© 1nd not of me. Be not aſhamed to amend 


* and reform ; reckon it not a Point of Honour 
© to maintain and defend your former Sentiments 
© rather than to acknowledge your ſelf to be in 
© an Error,” 

Ch. You have quoted a great deal from this 
learned Doctor of our Church: I am amazed 
at what he charges them with! 

Di/. So you very well may be; that your 
Clergy ſhould ſo ſolemnly promiſe to maintain 
thoſe Doctrines, which are before mentioned, 
and ſhould ſo ſhamefully depart from them : 
*Tis amazing Falſeneſs indeed! If the Counſel- 
lors at Law were to act fo bare faced, they 
would be hiſſed out of the three Courts in Meſt- 
minſter Hall, as they would juſtly deſerve: But 
it is a great L.amentation that Men ſhould pry 
with a cloſer Inſpection into the Things of this 
poor periſhing World, than into the Things of 

oy et 
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an eternal Concern z but ſo it is with the grea- 
teſt Part of Mankind. 

But, as [firſt deſigned to give you a ſhort Ac- 
count of ſome of your godly and learned Bi- 
” ſhops Opinions, and ſome of the Articles of 
your Church; ſo I think it not amiſs to ſhew 
> how they agreed with the Articles in their learn- 
ed Writings, that ſo you may compare them 
with the Holy Scriptures. 

Cb. I am glad to hear that: Pray ſhew what 
they believed of Original Sin, which is the IXth 
> Article of our Church. 

Di. The firſt I ſhall mention is Biſhop Uſer 
on this Point: In his Principles of Chriſtian 
1 


Religion, page 10. Queſtion, Was this the Sin 
2 


* 
* 


of Adam and Eve alone, or are we alſo guilty of 
the ſame ? 
2 Anſwer. All we, that are their Children, are 
= guilty of the ſame Sin; for we all ſinned in them. 
Qu. What followed upon that Sin? 
Anſw. The Loſs of the Image of God, and 
the Corruption of the Nature of Man, called 
Original Sin. 
Qu. Wherein ſtands the Corruption of Man's 
= Nature? | 
| Anſw. In Six Things principally. 
Qu. What is the Firſt * 
Anſw. Blindneſs of the UnderſtanCing, which 
is not able to conceive of the T hings of God, 
Qu. What is the Second 
Amnſw, The Forgetfulnels of the Memory, 
unfit to remember good Things. * 
Qu. What is the Third? 
Anſw. Rebellion of the Will, which is wholly 
bent to Sin, and altogether diſobedient to the 
Will of God, So. 
3 Di 
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- Dif. Here you may ſee how this good Biſhop 
copied after the Compilers of this Article of 
your Church. I will mention one more; and [ 
am the more inclined to it, becauſe I was told, 
by a Clergyman, that he was the Phenix of 
all the Church of England Biſhops 3 namely, Bi- 
ſhop Beveridge, in his Book on the Thoughts of 


Religion, Article the IVth. I believe that 1 


© was conceived in Sin, and brought forth in Ini- 


* quity; and that, ever ſince, I have been continu- | 


© ally conceiving Miſchief, and bringing forth Va- 
© 1jtv, This Article of my Faith I muſt be- 
© lieve, whether I will or no; for, if I could 
© not believe it to be true, I ſhould therefore 
© have the more Cauſe to believe it to beſo; 
< becauſe, unleſs my Heart was not verily very 
< ſinful and corrupt, it would be impoſſible for 
© me not to believe that which I have fo much 
« cauſe continually to bewail, Or, if I do not 


© bewail it, I have ſtill the more Cauſe to be- 


© ljeve it; and therefore am ſo much the more 


* perſuaded of it, by how much the leſs I find b 


« my ſelf affected with it: For certainly I muſt RF 


be a hardened Wretch, indeed, ſteeped in 


« Sin, and fraught with Corruption to the 


© higheſt, if 1 know my ſelf ſo oft to have in- 
« cenſed the Wrath of the Almighty, and moſt 
high Ggd againſt me, as I do; and yet not be 
« ſenſible of my natural Corruption, nor ac 
knowledge my ſelf to be, by Nature, a Child 
of Wrath, as well as others: For J verily be- 
« lieve, that the Want of ſuch a due Senſe of 


4 * 
1 5 
* 


* my ſelf, argues as much original Corruption, 
© as Murther and Whoredom do actual Pollu- 


tion: And I ſhall ever ſuſpe& thoſe to be 
* molt under the Power of Corruption, that la- 
| | * bour i 
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1 bour moſt by Arguments to diveſt it of its 


Power: And therefore, for my own Part, I 


am reſolved, by the Grace of God, never to 
go about to confute that, by wilful Argu- 
ments, which I find fo true by woful Expe- 
e rience. If there be not a bitter Root in my 
Heart, whence proceeds ſuch bitter Fruit in 
my Life and Converſation ? Alas! I can nevet 


= <« ſet my Head, or Heart, about any Thing, 


but I fill new my ſelf to be the ſinful Off- 


i « ſpring of ſinful Parents, by being the ſinful 


Parent of a ſinful Offspring: Nay, I do not 
= © only betray the inbred Venom of my Heart, 


© © by poiſoning my common Actions, but even 
my moſt religious Performances alſo with Sin. 


I cannot pray, but I fin; I cannot hear, | oh 
= © preach a Sermon, but I ſin 3 I cannot give an 


Alms, or receive the Sacrament, bur I ſin; 
= © nay, I cannot confeſs my Sins, but my very 
X © Confeſſions are ſtill Aggravations of them; 


f my Repentings need to be repented of; my 
Tears want waſhing ; and the very waſhing of 


my Tears, needs ſtill to be waſhed over again 
with the Blood of my Redeemer. Thus, not 
only the worſt of my Sins, but even the beſt 
of my Duties, ſpeak me a Child of Adam: 
* Infomuch, that whenſoever I reflect upon my 
« paſt Actions, methinks, I cannot but look 
* upon my whole Life, from the Time of my 
Conception, to this very Moment, to be but 
* one continued Act of Sin, And whenge can. 
* ſuch continued Streams of Corruption flow, 
but from the corrupt Ciſtern of my Heart? 
And, whence can the corrupt Ciſtern of my 
Heart be filled, but from the corrupt Foun- | 
* tain of my Nature? Ceaſe therefore, O my 
Soul, 


by 


0 


[ 28 ] 


| © Soul, to gainſay the Power of Original Sin 


6 within thee, and labour now to ſubdue it un- 
der thee. But, why do [I ſpeak of my ſub- 
« duing this Sin my ſelf ? . this would be 


* both an Argument of it, an an Addition to 


it. It's to thee, O my God! who art both 
the Searcher and Cleanſer of Hearts, that I 
* deſire to make my moan: It's to thee I cry 
out of the Bitterneſs of my Soul, Oh ! wretch- 
ed Man that Iam! who ſhall deliver me from 


s the Body of this Death! who ſhall! Oh! 


* who can do it, but thy ſelf. Ariſe thou there- 


© fore, O my God, and ſhew thy ſelf as infi- 
© nitely Merciful in the Pardoning, as thou art 
8 infinitely Powerful in the Purging away my 
« Sin.? Here is a Confeſſion from this holy Bi- 


| ſhop, worthy to be wrote in Gold, and kept 
for ever; it being fo agreeable to the Expe- | 


rience of the Saints in ail Ages of the vg 1 ; 
and to the Apoſtle Paul, in the 7th of the R- 


mans, which I deſire you would read over with 
great Seriouſneſs. 


8 


Cb. This is more, indeed, 1 ever I heard ? 


concerning Original Sin : Our Parſons now lel- I 


dom or never mention it. 
Di/. That is very true; the more is the Pity : 
For that Perſon, who has not a due Senſe of his 


miſerable and loſt Condition, by the Fall of 
Adam, will never prize Deliverance, by a Re- 


deemer, as he really ought. Your Divines 
now (as yau call them) run counter to thoſe 
worthy Saints, and godly Divines, and juſtly 
deſerve the Name of Diſſenters themſelves 
from the modern Way of Writing and Preach- 
ing, one would think they were not of the ſame 
Communion. 
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15 
Cy. I very much admire at their Ignorance 
and Diſhoneſty to ſubſcribe to this Article, 

# which they run ſo much againſt, both in their 
Preaching and Writing; but ſo I ſee it is, that 
they pretend, nevertheleſs, to be true Sons of 
our Church, and would be angry at any One 
that ſhould ſay. the contrary. 

Di. You ſay true: And now, I hope you 

will look about you, and not be led by theſe 
| falſe and blind Guides, when you ſee they are 
ga againſt your beſt Biſhops and Doctors of your 
oon Church. 

Cb. I hope I ſhall for the Time to come look 
more narrowly, and inſpect cloſer into theſe 
Things, than I have done; and will beg of 
5 God to direct me in the right Way, But J 
would have you go on with the next Article of 
= our Church, and ſhew how our Clergy are re- 
> volred from it. 

Di, I will do it with all my Heart: And 1 
think it will not be amiſs to rehearſe the 
„Words of the Article, which are as fol- 
J low, viz. | 
- XX The Condition of Man, after the Fall of Adam, 
is ſuch, that be cannot turn and prepare himfelf, 
= by bis natural Strength and good Works, to Faith 
3 and Calling upon God: I herefore, we have no 
== Power to do good Works, pleaſant and acceptable 
unto God, without the Grace of God preventing 
us3 that we may have a good Will, and working 
with us when we have that good Will. Saad 
Here are the expreſs Words of the Article. 
Now it is well known by all, who have any to- 
lerable ſhare of Senſe, and take notice of the 
preſent Clergy's Preaching and Writing, that 
W they are groſly revolted from the true Mean- 
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ing of this Article; and bring thoſe Arguments 


againſt thoſe that ſtand up for the true Meaning 
of them, which the Romans brought againſt the 
firſt Reformers, the Compilers of this Article; 


as may be ſeen by comparing what that worthy * 
Miniſter of Chriſt, Mr. William Perkins, ſaitl. 
in his Reformed Catholick, an Free-will z which is 
judged to be the beſt Piece (on that Subject) 


ever ſeen of any Churchman's. His Words are 
theſe : 


The Point of Difference ſtandeth in the | 


© Cauſe of the Freedom of Man's Will, in ſpi- 
© ritual Matters, which concern the Kingdom 


© of God. The Papiſts fay, Man's Will con- 


curreth and worketh with God's Grace, in the 
« firſt Converſion of a Sinner by it ſelf, and by 


its own natural Power; and is only helped by 
the Holy Ghoſt. We ſay, That Man's Will 

« worketh with Grace, in the firſt Converſion; = 
yet not of it ſelf, but by Grace, Or thus, 
they ſay, Will hath a natural Co-operation: 
We deny it, and ſay, it hath, Co-operation 
only by Grace; being in it ſelf not active, 
but paſſive ;z willing well only as it is moved 


.% 
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* by Grace, whereby it muſt firſt be ated and 1 
* moved before it can Act or Will; and there- 
fore, that we may the better conceive the Di 


„ ference, I will uſe this Compariſon : The 
© Church of Rome ſets forth the Eſtate of a 


+> 


Sinner by the Condition of a Priſoner, and ſo 


do we; mark then the Difference. It ſup- 


© poſes the ſaid Priſoner to be bound Hand and i 
Foot with Chains and Fetters, and withal to be 
fick and weak; yet not wholly dead, but liv- 
ing in Part: It ſuppoſes alſo that, heing in this 
« Caſe, he ſtirreth not himſelf for any Help; 


and 
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e and yet hath Ability and Power to ftir : Here- 
ge upon, if the Keeper comes and takes away his 
Bolts and Fetters, and holds him by the Hand 
3 to help him up, he can and will of himſelf 
"> ſtand and walk, and go out of Priſon ; even 
ba fo (ſay they) is a Sinner bound Hand and Foot 
5 Hh with the Chain of his Sins, and yet he is not 
dead, but ſick ; and therefore doth he not will 
e and affect that which is Good. But, if the 
Holy Ghoſt come, and do but untie his Bonds, 
and reach him his Hand of Grace, then can 
= he ſtand of himſelf, and will his own Salva- 
tion, or any Thing that is Good. We in like 
Manner grant, That a Priſoner fitly reſembles 
a natural Man; bur yet ſuch a Priſoner muſt 
he be, that is not only ſick and weak, but 
even ſtark dead; which cannot ſtir, though 
the Keeper untie his Bolts and Chains; nor 
hear, though he ſound a Trumpet in his Ear: 
„ And, if the ſaid Keeper would have him to 
: move and ſtir, he muſt not only give him his 
n Hand to help him, but even Soul and Life 
X*< alſo. And ſuch an one is every Man by Na- 
ture, not only chained and fettered in his Sins, 
but ſtark dead therein; not having any Abi- 
= < lity or Power to move or ſtir: And therefore 
he cannot ſo much as deſire, or do any Thing 
e that is truly Good of himſelf, but God muſt 
a F< firſt come and put a new Soul into him, even 
the Spirit of Grace, to quicken and revive 
him; and then, being thus revived, the Will 
begins to will good Things, at the very ſame 
Time when God, by his Spirit, firſt infuſes 
Grace. And this is the true Difference be- 
= © tween us and the Church of Rome in this Point 

3 * of Free-Will.* | 
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4 Now ſor the Confirmation of the Dorne 75 
© we hold z namely, That a Man willeth not hi; 

* own Converſion of himſelf by Nature, either in 

« Whole, or in Part, but by Grace wholly and alone, 
« Theſe Reaſons may be uſed ; the firſt is taken 

« from the Nature and Meaſure of Man's Cor- 

« ruption, which may be diſtinguiſhed into two 
Parts. The firſt is, The want of that original 
< Righteouſneſs, which was in Man by Crea- 7 
tion: The ſecond is, A Proneneſs and Inclina- 

< tion to that which is. evil, and to nothing that 

« is'truly good. This appeareth Gen. viii. 217. 
« The Frame of Man's Heart (ſaith the Lord) ii 
< evil from his Youth: That is, the Diſpoſition 7 
'< of the Underſtanding, Will and Affections, 
< with all that the Heart of Man deviſeth, fra- 3 
'« meth, or imagineth, is wholly evil. And Paul 
« ſaith, Rom. viii. 7. The Wiſdom of the Fleſh is © 4 
c Enmity againſt God : Which Words are very 

« ſignificant ; for the Word (Pbronema) tranſla- Rt 
ted Wiſdom, ſignifieth that the beſt Thoughts, A 
the beſt Deſires, Afﬀections- and Endeavours, 
that are in any natural Man, even thoſe that 
come neareſt to true Holineſs, are not only} I 
© contrary to God, but Enmity it ſelf. And 
< hence I gather that the Heart it ſelf, that i 5 
the Will and Mind, from whence theſe Deſires 
« and Thoughts do come, are alſo Enmity unto ut 
God: For, ſuch as the Action is, ſuch is the 3 
Faculty from whence it proceeds; ſuch as the : , 
Fruit is, ſuch: is the Tree; ſuch as thei Ih 
Branches are, ſuch are the Roots. By both a 
6 3 Places it is evident, That in Man chere 6 
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4s not only a Want, Abſence, or Deprivation 
bot original Righteouſneſs, but a Pronenels 


Z < alſo by Nature uato that which is Evil; 
which Proneneſs includes in it an Inclination 


0 

13 XX «© not to ſome few, but to all and every Sin, the 
y XX « very Sin againſt the Holy Ghoft not excepted. 
Hence, therefore, I will reaſon thus: If 
n every Man by Nature doth both want origi- 
= X * nal Juſtice, and be alſo prone unto all Evil, 
o © then wanteth he natural Free-will to will that 
al X « which is truly Good: But every Man by Na- 
„ © ture wants original Juſtice, and is alſo prone 
3- X * unto all Evil: Ergo, every Man natural! 
t © wants Free-will to will that which is Good. 
1. * 1 Cor. ii. 14. The natural Man receiveth not 
is x © the Things of the Spirit of Cod; for they are 
"n Fooliſbneſs unto him: Neither can he know them; 


s, 73 © becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned, In theſe 
a- Words St. Paul ſets down theſe Points: Firſt, 
u © That a natural Man doth not ſo much as 
is think of the Things revealed in the Goſpel : 
ry = © Secondly, That a Man's hearing, and in Mind 
la. © conceiving them, cannot give conſent unto 
= © them, and by natural Judgment approve of 
them; but, contrariwiſe, thinketh them to be 
Pooliſhneſs: Thirdly, That no Man can give 
aſſent to the Things of God, unleſs he be 
=2 © ealighrned by the Spirit of God. And hence 
I rcaſon thus: If any Man by Nature doth 
not know and perceive the Things of God, 
and when he ſhall know them cannot by Na- 
= © cure give aſſent unto them, then hath' he no 

power to will them. For the firſt is evidently 
the true: Ergo, For firſt the Mind muſt approve 
oth Wa and give aſſent, before the Will can chuſe or 
cr: will; and, when the Mind hath not Power 
5 5 D wo 
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to conceive, or give aſſent, there the Will hath 
not Power to will. Thirdly, The Holy Ghoſt 
« avoucheth, Epbeſ. ii. 2. and Callo/. ii. 13. All 
* Men by Nature are dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins. 
© Not as the Papiſts ſay, weak, ſick, or half 
« dead, Hence I gather, That Man wanteth 
© natural Power not to will ſimply, but freely 
© and frankly to will that which is truly Good. 
A dead Man in his Grave cannot ſtir the leaſt 
«* Finger, becauſe he wants the very Power of 
© Life, Senſe and Motion ; no more can he that 
is dead in Sin will the leaſt Good; nay, if he 


could either will, or do any Good, he could 


© not be dead in Sin. And, as a dead Man in 
the Grave cannot riſe, but by the Power of 
God; no more can he that is dead in Sin riſe, 
* but by the Power of God's Grace alone. 


« Fourthly, In the Converſion and Salvation of a | 


Sinner, the Scripture aſcribeth all to God. 


John iti. 3. Except a Man be born again, be 
cannot ſee the Kingdom of God. Ephel. ii. 10. 


We are his Workmanſhip, created in Chriſt Feſus | 


© unto good Works. Chap. iv. 24. The new Man is 
* created in the Image of God, Now to be born 


again, is a Work of no leſs Omnipotence than 


our firſt Creation; and therefore wholly to be 


* aſcribed to God as our Creation is. Indeed, 


St. Paul, Phil. ii. 12, 13. Bids the. Philip- 


© prans work out their Salvation with Fear and 
«,Trembling. Not meaning to aſcribe unto them 


the Power of doing Good by themſelves: And 


© therefore in the next Verſe he adds, It is God 1 
© that wworketh in you io will and to do of bis own 
good Pleaſure. Directly excluding all natural h 


Ftee- will in Things ſpiritual, and yet withal, 
6 he acknowledges that Man's Will hath a Work 


6 in | 


1 

© in doing that which is Good, not by Nature, 
but by Grace; becauſe when God gives Man 
Power to will good Things, then he can will 
them; and when he giveth him a Power to do 
© Good, then he can do Good, and he doth ir. 
For, though there be not in Man's Conver ſi- 
bon a natural Co-operation of his Will with 
2? © God's Spirit, yet is there a ſupernatural Co- 
> © operation by Grace enabling a Man, when he 
* < js to be converted, to will his Converſion 
according to what St. Paul ſaith, 1 Cor. xv. 
* © 10. I have laboured more abundantly than they 
* + all. But, leſt any Man ſhould imagine that 
{ this was done by any natural Power, therefore 
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” © he adds: Zet not I (that is not by any Thing 
iin me) but God's Grace in me, enabling my Will 
80 do the Good I do. And this was the Judg- 
ment of the ancient Church.“ Auguſtine ſays, 
The Will of the Regenerate is kindled only 
by the Holy Ghoſt, that they may therefore 
be able, becauſe they will thus; and they will 


5 X © thus, becauſe God works in them to will; 
and we have loſt our Free-will by the-Great- 
1 X <« neſs of our Sin. Man, when he was created, 
received great Strength in his Free-will ; but by 
e x <« inning loſt it. Fulgentius ſays, God gives Grace 


=X <« freely to the Unworthy, whereby che wicked 
Man, being jultified, is enlightned with the 


4 3 Gift of Good,- will, and with the Faculty of 
n «© doing Good; that, by Mercy preventing him, 
d 1 he may begin to will well; and, by Mercy 


coming after, he may do the Good ht wills“ 
Bernard ſaith, It is wholly the Grace of G«d, 

WE © that ve are created, healed, ſaved.“ The Council of 
Arauſica, ſays, Ta believe, and to will, is given 
from above by Infuſion and Iaſpiration of the 
D 2 Holy 


a6 1 


Holy Ghoſt.” More Teſtimonies and Reaſons 
might be alledged to prove this Concluſion, but 
theſe ſhall ſuffice, Thoſe, who are diſpoſed to 
ſee farther into this Doctrine, I would have them 
peruſe Biſhop Beveriage's Thoughts on Religion, 
Article the VIIIth. wherein he has fully proved 
the Truth of this Doctrine by the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and his own Experience. 

And now I ſhall offer ſome Proofs out of the 
Common-Prayer in Confirmation of what- is 
ſaid before. 

There is this ſaying: Although we be tied 
and bound with the Chain of our Sins, yet let 
the Pitifulneſs of thy great Mercy looſe us, 
© for the Honour of our Advocate and Media- 
tor Jcius Chriſt.“ In which Words is con— 
tained an utter Confutation of the Doctrine 
of Frce will; for, if men are bound, then are 


they not free.“ And Comber's Expoſition on the 


Common- Prayer brings in St. Auguſtine ſaying : 


Jam bound with the Iron-Chains of my cor- 


* rupted Will, which I have made fo, that I can 
never looſe them.“ 

In the Form read at the Burial of the Dead, 
the Prieſt beſeeches God, © To raiſe us from the 
Death of Sin, to the Life of Righteouſneſs.” 
Te Collect for the fourth Sunday after Eaſter 
begins thus: Almighty God, who alone canſt 
order the unruly Wills and Aﬀections of ſin-— 


ful Men, grant unto thy People, that they 
may love that which thou Commandeſt, and 


* defire that which thou doſt Promiſe ; that ſo 


* among the ſundry and manifold Changes of 


* the World, our Hearts may be fixed, Co. 


The Collect which is ſaid by the Biſhop at the 
Cenfir mation, Sc. is as follows: * Almighty 
| , and 
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and evetlaſting God, who maketh us both to 
«will and to do thoſe Things that be good and 
© acceptable unto thy Divine M jelty, We." 
Here is a full Confuration of Man's Free-w1ll, 
in Things ſpiritual, before the Will is brought 
over by a Work of God's Grace upon it. I ſhall 
> conclude this Point with two or three Verſes out 
of Qxarles's Emblems, who was a Member of 
your Church: 


2 


Lord, as I am, I have no Power at all 

To bear thy Voice, or Echo to thy Call : 

The gloomy Clouds of my own Guilt benight me; 

Thy glorious Beams, not dainty Sweets, invite me 3 
They neither can direct, nor theſe at all delight me. 
See bow my Sin, bemangled Body lies; 

Not having Power to will, nor Mill to riſe : 

Shine home upon thy Creature, and in(pire ? 
My tifeleſs Will with thy regen'rate Fire; . 
The firſt Degree to do is only to deſire, ) 
= Give me the Power to will, the Mill to do; 

O raiſe me up] and [ will ſtrive to go: 

* Draw me] O draw me! with thy trebl: Twiſt, . 
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| That bath no Pow'r, but merely to reſiſt: 
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- O lend me Strength to do, and then command thy 
„5 Liſt. 
t 


Here is a noble Confeſſion ! I wiſh you may 


" 1 look into theſe Truths, and not attribute that 
A do the corrupt W 1] of fallen Man, that ſhould 
be given to the free Grace of God, ingurning 
0 


the Rebellion of the Will to that which is ſpi- 


* ritually Good. 

| If the Arminian Clergy do not wholly re- 
e nounce the Doctrine of Frec-will, they muſt 
* of neceſſity be obliged to alter the Common- 


D 3 Prayers, 
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Prayers, eſpecially the ColleAs ; for they are 
all diſagreeable ro their Opinions concerning 
this Matter, 

Ch. I think you have ſufficiently proved the 
Truth of this Doctrine: Sure our Clergy do 
not deny this ! ſince it is ſo plainly exprels'd in 
the Tenour of our Prayers. 

Dif. Yes, they generally do; which I ſhall 
endeavour to prove. The ſame Doctor, which 
I often have occaſion to quote, namely, Dr. 
Edwards in his Preface, in the firſt Part of 
his Preacher ſaith, one of your Divines, fixed 
in an Eccleſiaſtical Poſt of great Eminency, tells 
the World: Though God's Grace be Al- 
* mighty, yet Man is not a proper Object tor 
this Omnipotency to exert it ſelf upon; for 
* ſhould he be forced even to his own Good, that 
Compulſion would not only take away the Me- 
* rit of the Act, but the very Nature of the 
* Perſon, whoſe very diſtinguiſhing Character is 
© Choice and Freedom of Conlent*.* To 
which the Doctor replies: Though the Con- 
ver ſion of Sinners be lo frequently attributed in 
* Scripture to the Almighty Power of God | 
(the ſame that was exerted at the Creation of 
+ all Things out of Nothing, and the Railing of 
 $ Chriſt from the Dead) yet, this Writer dif- 
* owns it, that he may uphold the Doctrine of 
Free- will (which he calls Choice and Freedom 
det Conſent) and we ſee that this Doctrine 
« draws in with it that of Merit. This Author 
* aſſerts, That Man hath nothing to do with 
the Alinighty Grace of God; which, indeed, 
* is ſomething more than his Brethren of the 


Dr. Stanhope's Advertiſement. + Eph. i, 19, 20, 


80 Re- 
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« Remonſtrant Perſuaſion will allow of. But, 


* out of the extraordinary Kindneſs which he 


a © hath ro Free-will, he peremptorily avers it 3 


* © and at the ſame Time to ſecure Free-will, he 
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« ſets up Merit 3 and who knows not that upon 
Merit is built the Doctrines of Supererrogation 
and Satisfaction, and that other Popi/h Points 
are eaſily deducible from it. Thus the Com- 
munication is open between Free-will, and ſe- 
© yeral Tenets of the Church of Rome: Ard 
© this is the general Perſuaſion of our Church- 
men at this Day, who ſo extol Free-will and 
natural Power, as to derogate from ſuper-na- 
* tural Grace; they are never ſo Romantick 
and Rapturous as when they talk of Free- will 
and Liberty of Choice. By Virtue of this, 
* (faith one * of the Chief of them) a Man moves 
* himſelf by his own internal Principles and viral 
Energy, and can determine himſelf to this Ob- 


7 « ject, or that; he hath a Helm within himſelf, 


© that he can Sail againſt Wind and Tide; he 
© can move himſelf in a Calm, and ſtay himſelf. 


1 x * ina Storm; ina Word, he can move which 
Way, when, and how far he will, and ſtop his 


* own Career when he pleaſes. And ſuch 
© mighty Things are generally attributed to this 
© Faculty, as we ſeldom or never hear aſcribed 


* „to the Almighty Grace of God. You ſhall 
= <« find our greateſt Divines applauding and mag- 
= * nifying the Power of Nature, even in Perſons 


«that are in a State of Unregeneracy, The 
* worſt and viciouſly inclined Man, (ſ&ith the 
© aforeſaid Author, doth ſome Good. And ag 
for thoſe that can aſſert the moſt virtuous 
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Actions of unregenerate Men are Sin, they 
may pretend what Patrons they will of their 
* own Opinion; but I am ſure neither Scripture 
nor Reaſon will countenance it. Say you ſo 
Then what think you of thoſe who compoſe 
5 the Articles of our Church? Do you look 
upon them as good Patrons or not? Do you 
© believe that they had neither Scripture nor 
* Reaſon on their Side, when they aſſerted, That 
* we had no Power to do good Works, pleaſant 
* and acceptable to God, without the Grace of 
God by Chriſt's preventing them? Or, do 
* you think that unregenerate Men have the 
Grace of God by Chriſt preventing them? 
And is there no Scripture or Reaſon to coun- 
© tenance this Aﬀertion, that the Actions of un- 
* regenerated Men are Sins? Why then did you 
* ſubſcribe to that other Article of the Church 
* of England, Works done before the Grace of 
* Chriſt and the Inſpiration of his Spirit; for 
that they are not done, as God hath willed and 
* commanded them to be done, we doubt not 
but they have the Nature of Sn. This is the 
+ Language of our Church, and of the Scrip- 
« tures 3 and yet we ſee it is an unknown or bar- 
* barous Tongue, to thofe who pretend to un- 
* derſtand their Mother when ſhe ſpeaks, or ra- 
* ther they do underſtand her, but wilfully and 
* obſtinarely Diſguiſe it to favour their own 
Opinion and Sentiments. They directly con- 


| * rragict the plain and expreſs Words of the 


Articles compoſed by our reverend and pious 
F Reformers, rather than they will diſown the 
* upſtart DoCtrines of the Remonſtrants. Theſe 
+ may call themſelves Churchmen, but they muſt 
$ be beholden to a Catachreſis, But let us go on 
; | | and 
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-6 and hear what ſome others of our Preachers 
** ſay : God's Government of Man, faith one, 
6 conſiſts in laying external Reſtraints on him, 
„and affording him internal A ſſiſtances of Grace; 
and, when this is done, it becomes God to leave 
＋ his. to his own Choice, and to reward and 
Tc L a as he deſerves. This Writer allows of 

*« {ome Aſſiſtance of Grace, but none to influ» 


_ 
. 


2* ence upon a Man's Will and Choice, Here 
every Man is left to himſelf and his own na» 
„ rural Power; if he will convert and fave him- 
« ſelf he may. But God hath nothing to do with 
git; for if he ſhould interpoſe and act, then 
Merit would be taken away, then the Man 
could not be rewarded and puniſhed as he de- 
= ſerved, Thus preſently after he ſays: It is 
very becoming the Wiſdom and Juſtice of 
God to leave every Man to the Freedom of 
his own Choice, to do Good or Evil, to de- 
ſerve Rewards or Puniſhments. This is the 
* fine Hypotheſis of our Divines, and they una- 
= Lame cry it up: God propoſes aptly, and 
Y © invites tenderly, ſaith one of them; but then 
. he leaves us to the Diſcretion of Compliance; 
he moves and aſſiſts us to the beſt, but ſtill he 
leaves us with Power to do as we pleaſe:“ 
4 Which is en irely contrary to theſe Scriptures, 
4 £7 eremiab xiii. 23, Can the Ethiopian change his 
1 Skin, or the Leopard his Spots ? Then may ye alſo 
do Good, that are accuſtomed to do Evil. Chap. x 
es O Lord, I know that the Way of Man is not 
* bimſelf; it is not in Man that walketh td direct 
Y Vis Steps, So that it appears evident, that theſe 
Preachers do not make the Scripture their 
Rule, when they treat of this Doctrine; they 
make God a meer Propounder, an Inviter, a, 
f Mover, 


— 
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* Mover, an Aſſiſtant in the great Buſineſs of 
Conver ſion; but he can go no further: It is 
« the Sinner's diſcreet Compliance, and his 
Power to do as he pleaſes, that finiſhes the 
© Work. I will add one Author more, that 
we may ee they ſpeak the ſame Language, 
© and are all of a Tone. God, ſays he, pro- 
© ceeds with Men by Methods of Perſuaſion, 
© and not of Conſtraint 3 he allows the Mean: 
© that are ſufficient, but he doth not think him- 
© ſelf bound to render that which is ſufficient, 
* neceſſary, and unreſiſtable; the Succeſs ot 


all his Methods turns upon our complying 


with, or holding out againſt them. In ſhort, 
© all hat is done (viz. by God) and all tha: 
© can be done in this Caſe, ſuppoſes an honeſt 
* and diligent Application of our Minds to ren- 
der it effectual; which is as much as to ſay, 
God indeed ules the Means, he doth his En- 


« deavour, he doth what he can towards the re- 
© covering of Sinners; he makes ſome Eſſays 
towards it, he offers at it, and doth all that can 
© be done by him; but he is not able to ef- 
« feet the Buſineſs of himſelf, notwithſtanding % 
his Omnipotency, But when God hath ex- 


« erted all his Force and Power to no Purpoſe, 


then comes the Sinner and gives Succeſs to the 
6 72 and renders it effectual. This, in 
lain Terms, (without diſguiſing it) is the 

« brofeſſed Doctrine of our Preachers at this 
Day: And all our Free-willers agree in this 3 
* Propoſition, That Man is the principal Agent 


»in his own Converſion, and not God: For 
they aſſert, That after all that God has done, 


gor can do, it is the Man himſelf that effects 


* the final Work of Converſion. 
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We find that learned and pious Prelate, 
$ Biſhop Sanderſon, ſays, When the Arminians 
have done and ſaid what they can, they muſt 
«ſtand guilty of ſymbolizing with the Pelagians, 
both in their Principles and Concluſions, in 
giving Man's Will, and not God's Grace, 

che chiefeſt Stroke, and the deciding and laſt 
determining and caſting Power in the Work 
© of Converſion ; from whoſe judicious Sentence 
we may infer, that Pelagiani/m is now indeed 
the Britiſh Hereſy : And what if it be? one 
Fof our Divines will defend it, and the Author 
Jof ir. ＋ One of the Things, faith he, which 

gives Occaſion and Encouragement to ſo dan- 


* Egerous a Doctrine as Calvini/m, is the over- 


others of that Age, againſt Pelagius; and, 
© preſently after, it muſt be acknowledged to 
the Credit of our Country, in which he had 
© his Birth, that he was a very wile, as well as 
*& virtuous Perſon ; and that, for the Clearneſs 
of his Reaſon, he had incomparable Advan- 


heated Zeal of St. Auguſtine, St. Hierom, and 


tage of all his Adverſaries put together. 


What would you have ſaid more in Commen- 


* dation of Pelagius ? | 


= Ch, I remember, that in the ninth Article of 
gur Church, there is mention made, as the Pe- 
Þ7ians do vainly talk; ſo that our Church 
© ZFÞoked on them as erroneous then, whatever they 
do now, 


- 7 bo Tod 


ns Di. It's a true Obſervation ; but you ſee 


Eo at her Sons run away from their Mother, 
bp: 180 they pretend ſhe is ſo holy and ſtead- 


+ Turner's Middle Way, &c. p. 390. 
Cb. 
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Cp. You have fully proved what you pro. 
miſed to do, in this great and weighty Point; 
I pray you ſhow the Senſe of the old Church 
of England in the next Article, the eleventh. 

Diſ. I will moſt willingly, and it is as fol. 
loweth : 


Ie are accounted Righteous before God, only fer 
the Merit of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
by Faith, and not for our own Works or De. 
ſervings : Wherefore, that we are juſtified I 
Faith only, is a moſt wholeſome Doctrine, and 
very full of Comfort, 


Let me infer, that, if it is a Doctrine ſo full of 
Comfort, as theſe holy Men ſaid it is, then 
how unfaithful are all the Arminian Clergy, to 
rob the People of the great Comfort that is 
contained in it; as ſhall be proved they all do, 


if they are conſiſtent with their own Notions, . 


See Rom. iii. 24. Being juſtified freely by bis Grace, 
through the Redemption that is in Feſus Cbriß. 
Rom. v. 19. By the Obedience of One many are made 
righteous. 2 Cor. v.21. For be has made him 10 
be Sin for us, who knew no Sin, that we may be 
made the Righteouſneſs of God in bim. Many more 
Proofs might be brought, but theſe ſhall ſuf. 3 
fice. Be pleaſed to hear what Biſhop Uſher ſays | 4 
on this Point, in his Principles of the Coriftion 4 
Relogjon, pag. 22. viz. 


Queſt. What is the main Benefit we receive 


from Chriſt ? I 

« Anſw, Juſtification z whereby, in Chriſt, 
© we are accounted righteous, and fo are freed 
from Condemnation, and have Aſſurance of 
« everlaſting Life. 


C45) 


| 4 « Queſt, Wherein ſtandeth this uſtification ? 


> «© Anſw. In the Forgiveneſs of our Sins, and 
+ imputing Chriſt's Righteouſneſs unto us. 

* « Queſt, Whereby then muſt we look to be ju- 
$ [tified ? : 

* «© Anſw. Only by the Merits of Chriſt Jeſus, 
received by us through Faith. 

* Here you ſee this good Man copies after the 
Compilers of this Article. ; 
No be pleaſed to hear what the judicious 


=B.ſhop Beveridge ſaith in his Thoughts on Re- 
Aigion. Article the Eighth. 


il believe that my Perſon is only juſtified 
by the Merits of Chriſt imputed to me, and 


$ that my Nature is only ſanctified by the 
Spirit of Chriſt implanted in me: And thus 


$ I do not only believe Chriſt to be my Sa- 


=> viour, but I believe only Chriſt to be m 


Saviour: It was he alone that trod the 


=> Wine-preſs of his Father's Wrath, filled 
with the ſour and bitter Grapes of my Sins: 
lt was he that carried on the great Work of 


my Salvation, being himſelf both the Author 


and Finiſher of it: I ſay it was he, and he a- 
lone; for what Perſon, or Perſons, could do 
it beſides himſelf? the Angels could not if 
they would; the Devils would not if they 
could; and, as for my Fellow-creatures, I 
may as well ſatisfy for their Sins, as they for 


„ mine: And how little able even the beſt of us 
FM are to do, either for our own Tranſgreſſions, 


or thoſe of others, every Man's Experience 


will ſufficiently inform him: For how ſhould 


ve, poor Worms of the Earth, ever hope, 


by the Slime and Mortar (if I may ſo ſpeak) 


of our own natural Abilities, to raiſe vp a 


© Tower, 
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© Tower, whoſe Top may reach Heaven? Car 
* we expect, by the Strength of our own Hands, 
to take Heaven by Violence, or by the Price of 
our own Works, to purchaſe eternal Glory! 
It's a Matter of Admiration to me, how any 
one, that pretends the Uſe of his Reaſon, car 
imagine that he ſhould be accepted before 
© God for what comes from himſelf 3 for hoy 
* is it poſſible that I ſhould be juſtified by good 
Works, when I can do no gcod Works at 
© all, before I be firſt juſtified? My Work: 
cannot be accepted as good till my Perſon be 
*{oz nor can my Perſon be accepted of God, 


© till firſt ingrafted into Chriſt ; before which ? 


* irgrafting into the true Vine, it is impoſlible 


* I ſhould bring forth good Fruit: For th: 7 
Plougbing of the Wicked is Sin, faith Solomon, 


Prov. xxi. 4. Yea, the Sacrifice of the Wicked 
is an Abomination to the Lord, Chap. xv. 8. and 
if both the civil and ſpiritual Actions of the 


Wicked be Sin, which of all their Actions 
* ſhall have the Honour to juſtify them before 


God? I know not how it is with others; but 


for my own Part, I do not remember, nei- 


ther do I believe, that I ever pray'd, in all 
my Life-time, with that Reverence, or heard 
with that Attention, or received the Sacr- 
ment with that Faith, or did any other Work 
* whatſoever, with that pure Heart, and fingle 
Eye, asI ought to have done; inſomuch that 
« I look upon all my Righteouſneſs as filthy 


Rags; and it is in the Robes only of the 


© Righteouſneſs of the Son of God that I dare 
appear before the Majeſty of the King ef, 
Heaven. Nay, ſuppoſe I could attain to 
that Perfection as to do good Works, 

| Works 


* 
: 
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"ar, Works exactly conformable to the Will of 
ds, God; yet they muſt have better Eyes than I, 
of that can ſee how my Obedience in one Kind, 
y! ( can ſatisfy for my Diſobedience in another; 
ny or how that which God commands from me, 
can ſhould merit any Thing from him. No; I. 
ore believe there is no Perſon can merit any Thing 
ow from God, but he that can do more than is 
od required of him; which it is impoſſible any 
at Creature ſhould do; for in that it is a Crea-- 
rki ture, ir continually depends upon God, and 
be then is bound to do every Thing it can by any 
Means poſſible to do for him; eſpecially 
# conſidering that the Creature's Dependance 
upon God is ſuch, that it is beholden to him 
for every Action that iſſues from it; without 
> whom, as it is impoſſible any Thing ſhould be, 
# ſo likewiſe that any Thing ſhould act, eſpeci- 
=> ally what is good : So that coſay a Man can 
Merit any Thing of God, is as much as to 
==> ſay, That he can merit by that which of him- 
ore ſelf he doth not do; or, that one Perſon can 
merit by that which another performs, which 
is a plain Contradiction ; for, in that it merits, 
RE it is neceſſarily implied, that it {elf acts that 
by which it is ſaid to merit; but in that it 
ra- doth not depend upon it ſelf, but upon ano- 
ther in what it acts; it is as neceſſarily impli- 
ed that it ſelf doth not do that by which it is 
RT ſaid to merit.“ | | 
thy Theſe are the Sentiments of this grave Pre- 
the ate; and you may ſee more of it in tht very 
are ame Article. 


cf Cb. ln my Mind, this is a ſtrong Confirma- 


to ion of the Truth of this Article; Now pray 
ks, | demon- 
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demonſtrate how our 3 Divines run away 


to the Arminian Side of the Queſtion, 

Diſ. Hear what Dr. 2 ſays, p. 36. ol 
his Preacher, 

© Imputed Righteouſneſs is another Doctrine 
© that will not be indured : We could not, per. 
© haps, expect any other Thing from the Pa- 
6 * pits, who are wont ſo extravagantly to cry 

up their own meritorious Works and Righte- 


© ouſneſs; but to hear Men, who call themſelves 


« Proteſtants, deny the imputed Righteouſneſs of 
* our Saviour, 1s very ſtrange and prodigious ; 
yet this is done by the Followers of Socinus, 
© by the Arminians and Remonſtrants, and by the 
© late Sect of Quaters, and even by ſome of our 
< own Church. The Imputation of Chriſt's 


© Righteouſneſs, ſays. one of them, is no where 
« delivered in the holy Oracles, but is meer 
Imagination, contrary to the Attributes ol 


God, and to the Doctrine and Deſigns of the 
< Goſpel, and is exceedingly pernicious to Chri. 
« {tian Life and Vertue. We know another of 
our own Order, who has drawn his Pen in this 
« Cauſe, and looks upon this Doctrine as an in- 
« ſignificant Banter, and meer Jargon. He has 


< a notable Knack of ſaying what he pleaſes on 


© any Subject, and accordingly he peremptori- 
iy aſſerts, That in all the New Teſtamen!, 
© there is no ſuch Expreſſion as the Righteoul- 
«* neſs of Chriſt, or the Imputation of Chritt's 
© Righteouſneſs. In the ſame Place, and elſe- 
© where, he confidently ſaith, That imputed 


© Righteouſneſs plainly contradicts the Golpc| 


of our Saviour, and that the Goſpel is per- 


a af ſilent about it: That it is no where to 
5 be 
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. be found but in Mens Fancies. The Book in 
« which theſe, and the like Paſſages occur, was 


1 3 4 


of Þ 


6 


publiſhed with Dr. Parker's Imprimatur to it; 


over which honeſt Dr. Daport wrote thele 


. 


« Words with his own Hand, as I find them in 
that Book which was given by him to Jin ty- 
0 College Library, Cambridge: I fear ſuch D 
% courſes, and fuch [mprimaturs, will bring no 


. Credit to the Reformed Religion, nor to the 


I 
4 
* 


Church of England, No ſurely! Unleſs that 


6 Religion, and that Church, can derive Credit 
and Repute from a profane and impious Droll ; 


= 


not only on the Imputation of Chriſt's Righ- 


*« reoufneſs, but on his Satisfaction, and the vin- 


= 
- 
£ 


dictive Juſtice of God, and the applying of 


Y Chriſt's Merits by Faith, and the Union of 


* Chriſt and Believers, and on ſeveral other 


* 


great Myſteries of the Goſpel. A Lucian, a 


Julian, a Rabelais, could not have ated this 


T 
F 


32 
, 
= - 
* 

* 
N 


Part more dexterouſly and exactly. 

But there is another that ſets out about the 
ſame Time with this Writer, and perfectly 
agrees with him in running down the Doctrine 
of Imputation in a Diſcourſe, wherein he 
gives us an Account of the Principles and 
Practices of certain moderate Divines of the 


1 # Church of England: He tells us, That we 
hear no talk from the Pulpits of an imputed 


# Righteouſneſs ; nor is there any ſuch Thing 


in their Bibles: As he adds afterwards, Impu- 

ted Righteouſneſs is not to be found in ail the 
Bible, as it relates to Chriſt's Righteqpſneſs. 
his is juſt what the other Gentleman ſaid, 
bat there is no one Place in Sctipture where 


8 Chriſt's Righteouſnels is faid to be imputed; 


FX which alſo are the expreſs Words of Bellar- 


k mine, 


L 50 1 


mine, the Roman Champion, as well as Socinus. * 
But he grows inſolent and paſſionate, and in- = 
« timates, That none but errant Hypocrites de- 
© fire to have more told them, concerning the 
* Imputation of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, than 
+ what he had ſaid of it. Who would thiok it, 
© that theſe Men, who ſtile themſelves mode- 
rate Divines, ſhould be ſo intemperate in their 
* Tongues, and ſo given to inſult? whilſt they = 
are enraged, and ſpit Fire, they would per- 
© ſuade us that their Mouths are cool; whilſt 
they appear in an Agony, and are next to Ra- 
« ving, they pretend to Moderation. But he 
proceeds, and in the ſame Place affirms, that 
« Chriſt's Righteouſneſs being made ours is 
« orofly falſe, and a dangerous Notion and Non- 
© ſenſe 3 yea, in another Place he condemns it 
as a foitiſh Doctrine: Still here is a great 
Deal of Paſſion and Confidence, but no Ar- 
* pument or Proof. I might further obſerve 
the Inconſiſtency of this Reverend Author 
with hignſelf z for, though he declares himfſclf 
« all alofg ſtiff and peremptory, magiſteria! 
and poſitive, in all the Arminian Points, yet 
he intermixes very luſcious Talk about Free- 
dom in Opinions, and would have none be po- 
« fitive and dogmatical : Which ſoon reminded 
me with what I met with in Biſhop Sanderſonss 
Pax Eccleſiae; where he bids us take Notice of 
the Cunning of the Arminians to advance their 
* own Party in pleading for a Liberty, for 
« every Man to abound in his own Senſe in 
Things undetermined by the Church, that fo 5 's 
they may ſpread their own Tenets the more 
freely: Whereas yet, it is too apparent, by 3 J 
their Writings and Speeches, that their Inten- 
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tions and Endeavours are to take the Benefit of 
© this Liberty themſelves, but not to allow ir 
« thoſe that differ from them. Thus that judi- 
© cious Prelate. 

There is another dignified Man of our Church, 
© who lately tells us, That there is no mention 
made in Scripture, either of the Imputation of 
one Man's Sin, or of his Righteouſneſs, to ano- 
«© ther, And he adds ſoon after, That though, 
« for the Obedience of One, many were deli- 
« vered from that Death to which they were 
« obnoxious 3 yet they are not made tighteous 
by our Saviour's Righteouſneſs, imputed to 
them. And ſeveral of our Divines ate of the 
« ſame Mind; and therefore the Doctrine of Im- 
« putation is generally laid aſide, and, in moſt 


+ Pulpits, is no longer heard of; or if it be, it is 


generally expoſed to Contempt andScorn: And 


Fe | © yet one would think this Doctrine ſhould not be 
= * queſtion'd in the leaſt, but that all Perſons 


A «* ſhould readily give their Suffrage to it; be- 


* cauſe we are aſſured there is no Righteouſneſs 
* of our own, whereby we can be juſtified, all 
* our inherent and perſonal Righteouſneſs being 


1 imperfect; therefore it muſt be an vnperfect 
Righteouſneſs that we are to depend upon: 


© Wherefore, inſtead of derid ing, we ſhould ra- 
ther admire the Grace of God, and adore his 
* Goodneſs ; that ſeeing no Man has ſuch a 
* Righteouſneſs of his own, as is ſinleſs and 


perfect, there is provided a Righteouſneſs that 


* hath thoſe Qualicies. And this may be truly 
* faid, That if we are not deeply apprehenſive 
* of this unſpeakable Gift and Privilege, it is 2 
* Sign we have no Senſe of our finful and 


* wretched State; but where this is, there is a 
E 2 « Senſe 


C33. 1 
© Senſe likewiſe of our abſolute Need of imputed 
< Righteouſneſs.” 

Now, in order to confute what theſe Authors 
have ſaid, or any others ſhall ſay, againſt the 
Doctrine of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs being impu- 


ted to the Believer, let thoſe ſweet Words at the 


End of moſt of your Prayers and Colle&ts, for 
ever filence all Objections; the Words are, 

(by the Merits of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
' Chriſt.) Now how can thofe Merits be made 
yours or mine, but by Imputation, agreeable 
to that Word? 2 Cor. v. 21. For he made him 10 
be Sin, for us, that knew no Sin; that we might 
be made the Righteouſneſs of God in him. Now it 
would be high Blaſphemy to aſſert, that Chriſt 


was made Sin in any other Senſe than by Im- 
putation; and conſequently we are made 


Righteous by the Impuration of his Righteoul- 


neſs unto us. Indeed, the [Spirit of God doth 


: 
= £5540 I Ys Bis Ga ax MR. 


work the Work of Sanctification in the Souls ; 
of all thoſe that have the Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt imputed unto them, in order to make 


them meet for Heaven; but it is the other 


that gives the Right, as the fore- cited Bibo 


ſaith: I heartily wiſh that all your Clergy 3 


would copy after that excellent Prelate, and 
then you would not have ſuch crude and undi- 
geſted Traſh uttered from the Pulpit and Preſs 
as you have, | 

Ch. I am amazed at their Ignorance, and at 
my own ! for J have ſaid theſe Words, by %. 
Merits of Chriſt, and I muſt confeſs, I knew 
Not the Meaning of them ; but I contented mi 
felf with keeping to the Church, and hear-# 


ing two Sermons a Day, and ſaying i 
Prayers; though God knows I knew no E 
| - an; 
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any Thing in a right Manner, as I perceive 
now. 

Dif. I believe what you ſay to be true, and it 
is the Condition of thouſands in this Nation : 
But that which is more ſtrange, thoſe that are 
the moſt ignorant ſtand up moſt ſtrongly for 
the Church ; though, if they were cloſely ex- 
amined, they could not tell What it is. 

Ch. That is true, it was ſo with me; I hated 
to be contradicted in my Way, though I knew 
not what was right; and ſo I am perſuaded it 
is with Thouſands : God of his infinite Mercy 
enlighten them. 

Di/. I hearily wiſh the ſame; for if I had 
not, I ſhould never have wrote this. But to 
give you one Inſtance, not long ſince: I asked 
a Neighbour how he could go to hear ſuch a 
Parſon that ſhould maintain the Doctrine of Free- 
Grace one Sabbath Day, and the Doctrine af Free- 
Will the next Sabbath? In anſwer, faith he, 
We forget from one Sunday what we heard the 
other; and how ſhould we charge him with con- 
tradicting himſelf ? This Anſwer, I confeſs, put 
me to ſilence. God knows that we are fallen 
into an Age of Indifference. Men and Women are 
careleſs in hearing, and care not what Doctrine 
it is, if Free-Will or Free-Grace, it is all one to 
them; they take ſo little Notice of it, that 
they know not whether it be true or falſe; but 
if they fill up an Hour and a Half, they go 
away very well contented, if they can bur re- 
member the Text, though they have forgot- 
ten the whole Boy of the Diſcourſe, 

Ch. I am fatisfied that what you have ſaid 
is true, of the Generality of us. 


E 3 Dil, 
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Dif. Let me ask you this one Queſtion: If 
you were very intimate with one that pre- 
tended to be a ſtrong Roman Catholick, and 
were to ask him, in a ſerious Manner, to give 
you his Thoughts on Tranſubſtantiation, or 
any other great Point of Popery ; and it he 
tolemnly declared to you, that he was 1g- 
norant of them, but took up that Religion 
merely becauſe his Parents were of that Opinion, 


or becauſe he was brought up in a Popiſh 


Country; would not you ſet bim down in 
your Mind, for one that was nothing but a 
Pretender to the Roman Religion, 

Ch. I believe I ſhould, and ſhould be right 
in ſo doing; for if he knew not the Grounds 
and Foundation which that Church hath laid 
for ali her Members to build their Faith and 
Hope upon, how could he be ſaid to belong to 
that Church ? 

Dif. Lou have rightly ſaid: But how doth 
Jour Anſwer contradict your ſelf, and with you, 

illions in this Nation, that pretend to belong 
to the Church of England, and yet know not, 
if they were cloſely examined, the Meaning 
of thoſe Articles that are in a great many of 
their Common-prayer Books? that thoſe are 
the Truths that the Church of England have 


laid for a Foundatian for all her Members to 


build their Faith on, for eternal Life, Now 
if you, or any others, pretend to be of that 
Religion, and are ignorant of theſe great Points, 
now . mentioned, you, or they, are no more 
Church of England Men than that Perſon was a 
Roman Catholic, 

Cb. I confels it is ſo 3 but we are fond of be- 
ing called by that Name, though we are igno- 


1 rant 


T. 
ag 1 
„ —_—_ 


of [ 55 ) 
rant of the Grounds and Foundation of the 
Church; ſo that it is a true Obſervation you 
have made, I muſt acknowledge. 
* Dif. I am glad to ſee you have ſome Light; 
ZI wiſh that you, with all others, would hear 
the Word with that diligent Attention as the 
young Counſeliors and Lawyers do the grave 
Judges, when they are on the Benches in Heſt- 
© minſter-ball : How do they ſtand with their Pens 
and Paper, in order to catch the Words as ſoon 
as delivered; ſo that they may compare them 
with Magna Charta, that is, the Standard Law 
of the Land; and fo ſhould you and I do when 
7 we hear the Word preached ; we ſhould com- 
© pare that with the Word of God. I have of- 
ten thought, that if the general Part of Man- 
kind were as ignorant” of the Things of this 
x World, as they are of the Things ot another, 
they mult be obliged to give over almoſt all 
their Trades, If any carries a Piece of old 
Gold to one that deals in it, how doth he look 
on it, and turn it, in order to fee whether it is 
good Metal; then he weighs it with right 
=XE Weights, and then, in his own Mind, that he 
may give ſo much for it as may allow him a 
Profit for the Purchaſe : But if he was ignorant 
ot the Metal, and of the Weights, What poor 
Work would he make of it! So if we aic is- 
norant of divine Tnings, What ignorant Wor- 
= ſhip ſhall we give to God] Can a corrupt Foun- 
tain ſend forth ſweet Waters? no more can an 
ignorant Man worſhip God acceptably ; be- 
cauſe the Spring, from whence his Worſhip 
flows, is not accepted by him, agreeable to that 
Word, Ja. xxvil. 11. For it is a People of no 
= Under/tanding ; therefore be that made them wi/! 
=_  - E 4 not 
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not have Mercy on them, and be that formed then; 
will ſhow them no favour. And Mr. Gurtes ſaith, 
That *an ignorant Man cannot ſerve God, 
nor be faved by him, ſo liviog and dying; 
* therefore, it highly concerns all Perſons to 
know what they truſt to for eternal Life.“ And, 
indeed, all godly living flows from ſound Prin- 
ciples. being fixed in the Heart by the indwel- 
ling of the Spirit ot God, according tothat Word, 
When the Spirit, whom the Father will ſend in my 
Name, is come, he ſhall teach you all Things, John 
xiv, 26, It is the Judgment of many judicious Di- 


vines, that ſince the Rejection of the old Doctrine 
of the Reformation, the Lide of Infidelity and 


Profaneneſs hath riſen to an exceeding Height. 
* The other Part of ſound Doctr ne, namely, 


Juſtification by Faith alone, ſays Dr. Edwards, 


is expreſly denied, not only by thoſe of the No- 


 * max Commumon, but by the other Parties be- 


* fore-mention'd, and even by our own Clergy. 
Some Years ago, when no Theological Books 
were to be publiſhed without a Licence, ob- 
* tained from an Arch-biſhop or Biſhop, a 
* Friend of mine had occaſion to make ule of 
one of their Chaplains for that Purpoſe, that 
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* is, in order to the publiſhing a ſhort Dil- 4 


* courſe 3 but he refuſed to grant his Imprima- 
© tur, merely for this Reaſon ; Becaule there 


were (as he alledg'd) ſome Touches of Calvi- ) 


* niſm in it. And what was the Calviniſin ob- 
« jected againſt, and which hinder'd the pub- 
* liſhing of the Book? It was this, that good 
Works and holy Duties are not the Ingredients 
of Jultification, notwithſtanding there is in 
* the Bible large and ample Confirmation of 
* that which he calls Calviniſm, mn. St. Paul's Epi- 

ſtles 


[ 57 ] 


ales are all over Calviniſtical, and particularly 
in the Point of Juſtification z which is the 


© Thing | am now ſpeaking of, 
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It is certain, 


4 


if we will adhere to this Apoſtle, we cannot 


hold that we are juſtified by Works, in Con- 


| 


junction with Faith, as ſome of our preſent 


Clergy aſſert, both in their Writings and Ser- 


mons; and it is obſervable, that they uſe the 
© very ſame Arguments in this Cauſe, as the 
* Roman Writers do; they are either ſo lazy or 
# ſo unskilful, as not to offer any of their own, 
but they plentifully borrow of the Champi- 


ons of the Church of Rome, and ſet down 
what they ſay, Word for Word. 

« If it be objected, that St. James, another 
Apoſtle, maintains this Doctrine, and, in ex- 
preſs Terms, aſſerts, That by Works a Man is 
juſtified, and not by Faith only, James ii. 24, 


There needs not much to be ſaid to reconcile 
= theſe two Apoſtles; though there has been a 
great toiling and ſweating about it, in the 


Writings both of Proteſtancs and Papiſts. The 


© ſhorr is this; That the Apoſtle Paul ſpeaks of 
that Juſtification that is before God; and St. 


James, of that which is before Men: The 
former is by Faith alone, and the latter by 
Works, joined with Faith, in the Sight of 
Men, We are truly ſaid to be reputed juſt 
and righteous, becauſe of our holy and reli- 
gious Actions, which are taken Notice of by 


Men; and we cannot otherwiſe be pronoufced 


righteous by them; far our Faith is inviſible 

to them; but before God our Faith alone is 

ſufficient to conſtitute us rightequs ; he ha- 

ving appointed this to be the ſole Ioftrumenc 

whereby we apprehend Chriſt Jeſus. But our 
C 


bet 
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© beſt Works are not able to render us innocent 
© in the Sight of God. This is a plain and ealy 
Solution of the Difficulty ; and this is ground- 
ed on the Diſtinction, which the Scripture it 
< ſelf makes, between Juſtification before God 


iv. 2. Gal. iii. 11. For when the former of 
« theſe is mentioned, it is in Contradiſt inction 
* to the latter, which is neceſſarily ſuppoſed, 
though not expreſſed, In a Word, Faith 
* alone is the Inſtrument of Juſtification before 
God; but good Works are neceſſary to juſti- 
« fy our Faith before Men: Thus St. Paul and 
St. James perfectly agree. And thus it ap- 
c 8 Juſtification by Faith alone is a ſound 
4 


and before Men, Luke xvi. 15. Rom. iii. 20. 


Fr 2 


| ctrine 3 and I have made it appear like- 3 
i '* wiſe, that it is not indured by a great many 3 
| of our Clergy at this Day.” Thus far the 
Doctor, I 
j The Papiſts (though in the Schools they con- 
| tend for the Dignity and Congruity of Works, 
i that they are material Cauſes, or neceſſary Con- 
| ditions of Juſtification and Salvation; yet, on 
| their Death Beds, they utterly renounce them) 
j they exhort Men, in Diſtreſs of Conſcience, to 
0 roul themſelves wholly on Jeſus Chriſt: In“ a 
Form preſcribed for viſiting the Sick, the 
| Prieſt was enjoined to put this Queſtion to the 
| ſick Perſon ; Doſt thou believe to come 10 Glory, 
| not by thy ewn Merits, but by the Vertue and 
| Merits of the Paſſion of our Lord Feſus Chriſt * 
| And doſt thou believe that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt did 
| die for our Salvation, and that none can be ſaved 


by his own Merits, or by any other Means but by 


| Diga Uſher's Anfiver to the Feſuits, p. 568. | 
tie 


| L590 KY 
We Merits of bis Paſſion? Whereunto, when 
She ſick Perion anſwered affirmatively, I do be- 
ue it; then the Prieſt is bid to exhort him: 
Wn this wiſe go 19 therefore, as long as thy Soul re- 
Waineth in thee ; place thy whole Confidence in bit 
WD:ath only, have Confidence in no other Thing: 
Commit thy ſelf wholly to bis Death, with ibis 
Plone cover thy ſelf z; wholly intermingle thy ſelf, 
Wobolly wrap thy whole ſelf in bis Death, 

1 Dapgergus (ſaith Bernard) is the Habitation 
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a another Place, What ſafe Reſt or Securi- 
ty can the weak Soul find, but in the Wounds 

of his Saviour: As he is mighty to ſave, fo 
r dwell I there with moſt Safety.” Pariſienſis, 


beware (ſaith he) in thy Strivings with God, 
that thou doſt not build upon a weak Founda- 
tion; which be doth, that truſts in his own 
Works.“ Ger/om often inculcates this, That 
before the Tribunal of God, we muſt only 
+ plead the Merits of Chriſt TF.“ Biſhop Gar- 
iner, though he would not have this Gap to 
be opened to the People, yet he acknowledged 
it to be the moſt comfortable Doctrine to ſuch 
Jas were in his Condition, he being then on his 
Death Bed; which is the more to be obſerved, 
becauſe in all his Life-time before he had ſtick- 
led ſo much for our Adverſaries Conditional 
Juſtification. Bellarmine himſelf, when he had 
= vricten divers Books for Juſtification by in- 
herent Righteouſneſs, in the End, concludes 
thus; For fear of vain Glory, and by reaſon 
= of the Uncertainty of our Works, it is the 
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T Fox's Ad and Monuments, Vol. III. 
ſafeſt 


of thoſe that truſt in their own Works.“ And 


Win his Book of divine Rhetorick, Thou muſt 
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« ſafeſt Way to place all our Truſt in the Mer 
of God, and Merits of Jeſus Chriſt," Th: 
you ſee that they are Proteſtants when th: 
come to look Death in the Face. And I ha: 
talked with ſeveral that are for a condition; 
Covenant, who have confeſſed, that they mu; 
come to this Doctrine at Death. 

Cb. This is ſurprizing, that Men will wil 
hold that from the People in Life, that th: 
muſt be compelled to truſt to at Death, Ir: 
member now, that our Parſons Preach much 
on Works; and ſay, that the Covenant « 
Grace is a conditional One, and that the Ble 
ſings are diſtributed according to Mens pertor 
ming the Conditions on their Fart, 1 

Di/. I know that they make wretched Work 
of that Point, when they pretend to handle i: 
for, inſtead of going to the Texts where t 
New Covenant is ſaid to be made, they go 
the Covenant of Works; and that is, Do 18 
and live, And the People, being ignorant d 
the Places, take it for granted, that it is ſo 3 
they tell them; and ſo they are lulled up in th 
Cradle of Ignorance, as I ſhall make appear 0 
bringing thoſe Texts, as Fer. xxxi. 33. T 
is the Covenant that I will make with the Houſe 1 
Tirael: After thoſe Days I will put my Laws in 
tbeir inward Parts, and write it in their Hear 
And I will be to them a God, and they ſhall be 
me a People. And St. Paul, in the viiith Chap. 0% 
the Hebrews, the 10th ver. hath almoſt the fame 
Words. Now, where is there a Word of Con- 
dition, on the Creature's Part, to make the Co. 
venant ſure to him? All is ſure on God's Part, 
and it is abſolutely free. Ezek. xxxvi. 25, 20 
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27. Then will 1 ſprinkle clean Water upon you, a 
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gal be clean; from all your Filthineſi, and from 
our Idoli will J cleanſe you. A new Heart alſo 
give you, and a new Spirit will I put within 
=; and I will take away the flony Heart out of 
r Fleſh, and I will give you a Heart of Fleſb ; 
d I will put my Spirit within you, and cauſe you 
walk in my Statutes, and you ſhall keep my Fudg- 
Wents, and do them. Now, are not all theſe Pro- 
Wiſes free? And Biſhop' Beveridge, in his IXth 
Irticle of his Private Thoughts, is entirely in 
is Sentiment. He faith, * That he (God) will 
not only give us Life if we come to Chriſt, but 
even draws us to Chriſt, that ſo he may give 
us Life: And ſo not only make us happy, 
it we will be holy; but makes us holy, that 
# ſo we may be happy. For the Covenant is 
not, that he will be our God, if we will be 
vis People; but be will be our God, and we 
all be his People. But till all this is in and 
e rhrough Chriſt, the Surety and Mediator of 
this Covenant, in whom all the Promiſes are 
yea, and amen, 2 Cor. i. 20. Here you 
ſee this Phoenix is againſt the Generality of your 
"preſent Clergy in this great and weighty 
Point. = 
Cb. It is very ſurprizing to me, That the 
XX Clergy ſhould have no Regard to theſe great 
and good Men, whom they call their Spiritual 
Faber,; but eſpecially to the Holy Scriptures 
vou have brought. 
== Di. Ic is ſo indeed! But never was there 
more implicic Faith than there is among the 
8 Hearers ; for, if the Prieſt does but fay it, 
they ſwallow it down without Chewing ; and 
42 that is one Reaſon of the dark Preaching among 
ou. : - | 
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The next Doctrine that falls under our Cos“ 
fideration is that of Predeſtination: For I hat 
choſe to range them in the ſame Order they as 
fer down in your Articles at the End of you 
Common-Prayer Books: I will firſt ſet dow 
the expreſs Words of the 17th Article, in which 
is contained as follows: 


Predeſtination to Life, is the everlaſting Pures 
of God, whereby (before the Foundations 9 
the World were taid) be hath conſtantly De. 
creed by bis Council, ſecret to us, to deliver = 
from Curſe and Damnation, thoſe «hom b 
hath choſen in Chriſt out of Mankind, and 
bring them by Chriſt to everlaſting Salvation, 
as Veſſels made to Honour. Wherefore they, XR 
which be endued with ſo excellent a Benefit i = 4 
God, be called according to God's Purpoſe, b; 
bis Spirit working in due Seaſon ;, they through) WY 
Grace obey the Calling; they be juſtified freely ; 
they be made Sons of God by Adoption; they x; 
be made like the Image of bis oaly-begotten Son 
Jeſus Chriſt ; they walk religiouſly in good 
Works ; and at length, by God's Mercy, the 
attain to everlaſting Felicity. 3 

As the godly Conſideration of Predeſtination, ani 
our Election in Chriſt, is full of ſweet, plea- 
fant, and unſpeakable Comfort to godly Perſons, i 
and ſuch as feel in themſelves the Working if 
the Spirit of Chriſt, mortifying the Works if i 
the Fleſh, and their earthly Members, and 
drawing up their Minds to high and beaven'; i 
Things, as well becauſe it doth greatly eſtab/1/) 
and confirm their Faith of eternal Salvation, 
to be enjoyed through Chriſt, as becauſe it dotb 
fervently kindle their Love towards God : 1 7 

| | i» 
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for curious and carnal Perſons, lacking the Spi- 
rit of Chriſt, to, have continually before their 
Eyes the Sentence of God's Predeſtination, is a 
moſt dangerous Downfal, whereby the Devil 
doth thruſt them either into Deſperation, or 
into Wretchedneſs of moſt unclean Living, no 
leſs perilous than Deſperation. 

Furthermore, we muſt receive God's Promiſes in 
ſuch wiſe as they be generally ſet forth unto us 
in Holy Scripture: And in our Doings, that 

il of God is io be followed, which we have 

= expreſly declared unto us in the Word of God. 

= Theſe, in my Judgment, are a Set of as pro- 

Found Words as can be put together ; and it is 

Amazing to ſee and hear the Generality of the 

Clergy turn this Article from its native Senſe, 

ass they have done the four have inliſted on. 

Now, That I may ſet this Article in its true 

Light, I think it cannot be done better than to 

ſhew you in what View that great Man Mr. 

2£&ogers, Chaplain to the Archbiſhop of Canter- 
aury in King James the Iſt's Reign, took them 
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in. He dedicated a Book to the ſaid Biſhop, 


feſſed and proteſted in the Realm of England, 
and Dominions of the lame, expreſſed in thirty 
nine Articles; concordedly agreed upon by the 
Reverend Biſhops and Clergy of this Kingdom, 
Nat two ſeveral Meetings or Convocations of 
theirs, in the Years of our Lord 1562, and 
1604; and the ſaid Articles analyſed into Pro- 
EX poſitions, proved to be agreeable both to the 
EF written Word of God, and to the extant Con- 
feſnons of all the neighbouring Churches chri- 
ttianly Reformed, 

= Now 


called the Faith, Doctrine and Religion, pro- 


Ch 

Now I cannot but think, nor do I believe 
that any Perſon of tolerab'e Senſe will imagine 
that Mr. Rogers took his Lordſhip, and the 


A 


whole Body of the Clergy, to be in any othe: 8 
Way of Thinking than what the Article ſpeaks; 4 
for it would have been imprudent and rude 
Ignorance to dedicate a Book to him contrary 8 
to his Sentiments, and thoſe of the whole Eng.“ 4 
% Convocation; and therefore I take it for 
granted, That this was entirely their Opinion q 
then, 7 

F will ſhew ſome of the Propoſitions this good 2 
Man has thrown this Article juſtly into; and! © 
will ſet down the Scriptures he advances for the ] 
Proof of them. i » 
 PRoPosITION I. There is a Predeſtination 
of Men unto'eternal Life, proved from God? * 
Word. To fit at my Right-hand, and at my Left. 1 


hand, is not mine io give, but it Hall be given then® by 
for whom it is prepared of my Father, Matt. xX. 
23. Many are called, but few are choſen, Chap. E kn 
xxii. 14. For ihe Elects Sake thoſe Days ſba ' 8. 
Horined, Chap. xxiv. 22, Fear not, little Flac“: 
for it is your Father*s good Pleaſure to give you ': 
Kingdom, Luke xii. 32. 1 tell you in that Ni; 
there ſhall be two in one Bed; the one ſhall be . 
ceived, and the other left, Chap: xvii. 34. 
that the Father giveth me, all come unto nr, 
John vi. 37. Witneſſed is alſo this by te 
Evangeliſt Luke, and St. Paul: The one faith «Bl 
the Gentiles at Antioch, So many as were ordain': il 
undo eternal Life believed, Acts xiii. 48. An! 
the other, Thoſe whom be knew before, he did P 
deſtinate, Rom. viii. 29. We are unto God ue 
fweet Savour of Chriſt, in them that are ſav, 
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ud in them which periſh. To the one we are the 
Favour of Death unto Death; and to the other the 
avoir of Life unto Life, 2 Cor. ii. 15, 16. 
Neid be the God and Father of our Lord Teſus 
Pri, who hath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual Ble/- 
nes in heavenly Places in Chriſt ; according as be 
"as choſen us in bim before the Foundation of the 
World : Having predeſtinated us unto the Adoption 
"JF Children by Feſus Chriſt, Eph. i. 3, 4. 5. The 
Example allo of che Ele& Creatures, Men and 
Angels; of the two Brethren, - Abe! and Cain, 

ac and Iſmael, Jacob and Eſau; of the two 
Eunuchs. of King Pherach; and of the two 
ingdoms, Judab and 1/rael; the two People, 
eus and Gentiles ; the two Apoſtles, Peter and 
das; the two Thieves upon the Croſs ; the 
o Men in the Fields; the two Women at the 
Mill; make an Illuſtration of this Trutl:. All 
roteſtant Churches abroad conſent to this 
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Pao. II. Predeſtination has been from ever- 
ting. (Saith our Saviour Chriſt) Come ye 
ed of my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared 
on from the Foundation of the World, Matt. 
. 34. God bath choſen us in Chriſt before the 
oundalion of the World, Eph. i. 4. Who bas ſa- 
ed us, and called us with an holy Calling, not ac- 
ording to our Works, but according to his own Pur- 
Joſe and Grace, which was given us in Chriſt Jeſus 
efore the World began, 2 Tim. i. 9. The publick 
oofeſſions of the Churches, particularly in Hel- 
=, Baſil, and France, bear witneſs hereunto, 


Proe. III. They which are predeſtinated un- 
o Salvation cannot periſh, Lake the Proofs 
| irom 
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from God's Word as follow : All that the Fa. 


ther giveth me, ſhall come unto me ; and him that 
comeily unto me, 1 will in no wiſe caſt out, John 


vi. 37. (I cannot forbear giving you Mr. Bur- 


SS... 


kit's Remarks on theſe Words, in his Expoſition 
of the New 7; eſtament, as followeth: I will never 
© caſt them out of my Pity and Compaſſion; I 
vill not caſt them out of my Love and Affecti- 


on; I will never caſt them out of my Prayer 
and Iaterceſſion; I will never caſt them out 
of my Covenant; I will never caſt them out 
of my Kingdom ; for my Nature inclines me, 
my Promile binds me, and my Office, as Me- 
« diator, engages me to the contrary.* Theſe 
Words are ſo full of heavenly Conſolation to 
every poor dejected Sinner, caſt down by the 
Senſe of in-dwelling Sin, that they ougbt to be 
wro:e n Letters of Gold, and ſet round with 


* 


Diamonds.) 4 give unto them eternal Life, and 


they ſhall never periſh, neither ſball any pluck them 
out of my Hands : My Father that gave them 
ne is greater than all, and none Pall pluck then; 


out of bis Hands, John x. 28, 29, The Gates of 3 


Hell ſhall not overcome the Church, Matt. xvi. 18. 
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Moreover, whom be did predeſtinate, them he alſo 2» 


g/orified, Rom. viii. 30. For the Gifts and Cal- I 


ling of God are without Repentance, ' Rom. xi. 29. 
They went cut from us, but they were not of us ; 
for if they bad been of us they would, no doubt, 


broad agree in this. 


Proy. IV. Not all Men, but certain, ate 
redeſtinated to be ſaved. Proofs from God's 


ved, 


— — — 


bade continued with us: But they went out that it 4 
might be made manifeſt that they were not all of us, 
1 John ii. 19. All the Proteſtant Churches a- 
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We deny that all, but a certain anda choſen 
Company only, of Men, are predeſtinated, and 
% doth. God's Word. Rejoice that your Names 
re written in Heaven, Luke x. 20, I know 


hriſt Jeſus, John x. 14. J ſufer all Things for 
e Ele#'s ſake, ſaith St. Paul, 2 Tim. ii. 10. The 
Fery ſame with us do the Churches abroad af- 


552 and am known of mine, is the Say ing of 


Pod, ſome: Men are in Chriſt Jeſus elected, 

Ind not others, ynto Salvation. Proofs from 
Pod's Word. In the Scriptures we meet of 
ens Predeſtination; the Cauſe Efficient, to 
e che everlaſting Purpoſe of God; the Cauſe 
Formal, God's infinite Mercy and Goodneſs ; 
he Cauſe Material, the Blood of Chriſt ; the 
Fauſe Final, or End, why both God the Fa- 
er hath loved, and Chriſt, for his Elect, hath 
=KÞffcred; is the Glory of God, and the Salva- 
on of Man, And this do all the Church Mi- 
rant and Reformed, wich a ſweet Conſent, te- 


ad, according to Election, might ſtand, not of 
Works, but of bim that calleth, Rom. ix. 11. H 
= predeftinated. us according to. the good: Plea- 
e bis Wil, Eph. i. 3. Not according to our 
Works, but according to his own Purpoſe and 
ace, 2 Tim. i. 9. 1 will rw Mercy lo whom 


P 


Paor. VI. They who arc elected unto Salva. 
a, if they come unto Years of Diſcretion, 


called, both outwardly by the Word, and 
. | F 2 inwardly 


Paop. V. Of the mere Will and Purpoſe of 


3 y, and acknowledge. That the Purpoſe * 


= will ew Mercy, Exod. xxxili. 19. and Rom. 


[ 68 J 


inwardly by the Spirit of God. Proofs fron 
God's Word, "Though true it be, that the Lor 
knoweth all and every of his Elect; yet hat 
he revealed unto us certain Notes and Token 
whereby we may ſee, and certainly know, whe: 
ther we be of that Number or not: Fo, 
ſuch as be ordained unto everlaſting Life, 
they live long in this World, they one time « 
other are called to the Knowledge of Salvation, 
by the Preaching of God's Word; they obe) 


God's Calling, through the Operation of th: 


Holy Ghoſt working within them; they feel i 

their Souls the ſame Spirit, bearing witne' 
unto their Spirits, that they are the Childrens 8 
God; and finally, they walk religioufly in 
good Works, Theſe Things are moſt evidesn 
and clear in the Holy Scriptures z where is ſc 
down both the Calling of the Predeſtinate, as 
their Obedience unto the Word being call: 
and their Adoption, by the Spirit, to be h 
Children of God; and laſt of all, their holint? 
of Life, and virtuous Converſation, All 88 
Reformed Churches conſent to this. Pro 
from Scripture : Whom be predeſtinated, them 1 
alſo called, Rom. viii. 30. God ſeparated me fr, 
my Mother's Womb, and called me by bis Gra! 
Gal. i. 15. He bath called you to his Kingdom « '2 
Glory, 1 Thefl. ii. 12. He hath ſaved us, and cal 
us with a holy Calling, 2 Tim. i. g. We bave rec 
the Spirit of Adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, I 
ther : The ſame Spirit bearing witneſs with our 6 YA 
that we are the Children of God, Rom, viii. 15, | 


Por. VII. The Predeftinated are both |# 
ſtified by Faith, ſanctified by the Spirit, uM 
ſhall be elorificd in the Life to come, 54 7 
109 

* 


| * 
_ 
2 
= 
1 


C 69 J 


> 2 God's Word : Know that a Man is not ju- 


Feſus Chriſt, Gal. ii. 16. They which be of Faith, 
"gre bieſſed with faithful Abraham, Ch. iii. 9 
Moreover, whom he did predeſtinate, thoſe he 
galled; and whom be called, them alſo he juſtified ; 
ind whom he juſtified, them alſo be glorified, Rom. 
Fi 38. Come ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit 

, Ve Kingdom prepared for you, Matt. xxv. 34. 
And F we be Children, then Heirs ; Heirs of God, 


nd Joint-beirs with Teſus Chriſt, Rom. viii. 1 7 
% be that we ſuffer with him, that wwe may be 
0 Coriſfed with bim; and as we have born the Image 
F pf the Earthly, ſo ſhall we bear the Image of the 


Veavenhy, 1 Cor. xv. 49. 


Pao. VIII. The Conſideration of Predeſti- 
Ppation, is to the Godly-wiſe molt comfortable; 
but to curious and carnal Perſons very dange- 
ous: The Proof from God's Word. This Do- 
trine of Predeſtination, is to the Godly full 
Veet, pleaſant and comfortable; becauſe ic 
reatly confirms their Fai h in Chriſt, and in- 
reaſes their Love towards God: For J reckon 
be Sufferings of this preſent Time, are not worthy to 
e compared with tbe Glory that ſhall be revealed in 
, Rom. viii. 18. 7 God be on our Side, wha 
be againſt us? who ſpared not bis own Son, 
gave bim up for us all to Death: How ſhall he 
cs with bim freely give us all Things? Who ſhall 
any Thing to the Charge of God's Ele? it is 
od bat juſtifieth ; Who is he that condemneth ? 
er. 31, 32, 33, 34. Ze were ſealed with the 
wy Spirit of Promiſe, which is the Earneſt of our 
beritance, until the Redemption of the purchaſed 
: ofſeſſion, unto the Praiſe of his Glory, Eph. i. 
2 1 3 " 1Þ 14 


Bified by the Works of the Law, but by the Faith of 
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13, 14, Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, where. 


you are fealed unto the Day of Racemption, 
Ph. iv. 30. | 
There is more added in that Part of the 
Ariel than is expreſſed in this eighth Propo. 
ſition ; and therefore T ſhall fer down the 
Words, which are as follow: Drawing u» 
their Minds to high and heavenly Things, as well 
becauſe it doth greatly eſtabliſh * confirm their 
Faith of eternal Salvation to be enjoyed through = 
Chrift, as becauſe it doth fervently kindle their i 
Love towards God, Now if there are theſe ble. 
ſed Properties in this Part of the Article, then 
none but Fools or Madmen will- part with it, 
Bur if any Clergyman ſhould deny that there 
are ſuch Things contained in it, I tender this to 
be conſider'd, how he came to ſubſcribe to it, 
that it had ſuch bleſſed Effects in it? J profeſs 
it is ſo dark a Problem, that I cannot under- 
ſtand, I, with others, have aſked the young © 
Clergy aboor theſe Things, and, for an Excuſe, 
they have alledged, That they never had itu- 
died them. O prepoſterous Ignorance ! not 1 
ſtudied that Point that eſtabliſneth their Faith 4 . 
of eternal Salvation! as juſt now mentioned. 8 
And, after the old ones, they alledge, That 2 
they are Articles of Peace, and net of Faith ; 
bur inſtead of that, it ſhould have been Profit. 
I am apt to think, and what makes me be of that 
Mind is, I know that they, in their Preach- 
ing and Writing, have ſet the People againſt ic; 
ſo that if they were to preach it up again, 
they would not give to the Lectures, and ſuch 
as the People pay the Pence to, as they now do. 
J ſhall here add the Words of a late Author, 
Mr. * in his Decay of Practical . 1 

P. 26. 
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A N 26. he faith, * Doth not Iniquity abound: a- 


„ * mong us; Lying, Deceiving, Swearing, pro- 
fame and falſe Swearing. Neither do I think 


© = the ſubſcribing Articles of Faith Men do not 
believe, is better than Lying, and the worſt 
© Sort of Lying; becauſe it is lying in Men 
ö from whom we might expect the greateſt Re- 
l gard to Truth, and at a Time when they (it 
f ever) are, or ſhould be moſt ſincere, when they 
b are going into holy Orders, and ſay they are 
4 moved by the Holy Ghoſt. Now certainly 
. the Holy Ghoſt never inſpired Men to tell 
n Lyes in God's Name, or to ſpeak or ſubſerib 
. deceitfully for God.“ i 

e Cb. What! do you think a Man may know 
o that he is elected unto Life eternal? 
„D), 1 do indeed believe ſo; and I do think 
I have fully proved that this was the Doctrine 


of your Church formerly, and I will prove 
g it by two eminent Biſhops ; the firſt ſhall be 


„from the moſt learned Biſhop Uper, p. 60. in 


9 
* 


his Principles of Chriſtian Religion, this Queſtion 
tg puts | 

h 4 = < Queſt. Did God therefore, before he made Man, 
„ determine io ſave ſome and reje ober??? 
A. Yes, ſurely ; before they had done 
either Good or Evil, God, in his eternal 


Council, ſet fome apart, upon whom he woulc, 
in Time, ſhew the Riches of his Mercy, ane 
deter minate to withhold the ſame from others, 
on whom he would ſhew the Severity of his 
Wrath.“ Take the Scriptures he has brought 
or the Truth of this Aﬀertion, 2 Tim. 1. 9. 
3 Rom, ix. 11. and 275 23. Mall. xxv. 34, 41. 
Tim. ii. 20. 1 Theſſ. v. 9. f | 


F 4 | * Queſt, 


4 old IR ra. 
— 


and ſolid Theologue Biſhop Babbingion ſays, in 1 


L 72 ] | 
© Queſt. What ſhould move God 10 make ibis 
© Difference between Man and Man? 

* Anſ. Only his own Pleafure, by having 

6 N to create Man for his own Glory 
oraſmuch as he was not bound to ſhew Mer- 

* cy unto, any, and his Glory ſhould appear as 

well in executing his Juſtice, as in ſhewing 

* his Mercy ; it ſeemed good unto his Hea- 
« venly Wiſdom to chooſe out a certain Num- 
ber, to whom he would extend his unde- 7 
* ſerved Mercy, leaving the others to be 
* Spectacles of Juſtice, Rom. ix. 11, 21, 22, 23. 
Prov. xvi. 4. Mail. xi. 25, 26. Epb. i. 11. 
Jude 4.“ Here you fee this Judicious Biſnop 
agrees with his Brethren the Compilers of the 
ſeventeenth Article. ; 3 
Now be pleaſed to hear what that grave 
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his Book, p. 274. Vol. II. For Number and 
Knowledge of God, of thoſe his Elect and 
« Choſen, the Scripture again is not ſilent, but 
* telleth us thus much, That tbe Hairs of ou 
« Head are all number'd, then certainly our Per- 
« ſons. God knows who are is; then certainly Wi 
he knoweth the Number, and the Number is 
certain: Our Names are written in the Book 
* of Life; therefore we are known, and the 
* Number is certain. He calleth his by their 
* Names ; therefore he knoweth them, both 
who they are, and how many.“ With which 
Proofs, and many that might be named, St. 
Auguſtine joineth, when he ſaith, The Num- 1 
ber of the Elect is ſo certain, that neither 
Addition can be made unto them, nor Dimi- 
6 nution from them.“ 
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am very confident, I could fill a Volume 
with Citations from able and once eſteemed Or- 
thodox Biſhops of the Church of England. 
this Kind ; but let theſe ſuffice. | 
I cannot let one Thing paſs without taking 
Price of it: One Edward Bird of Devtford wrote 
Bock, and intituled it, Fate and y in- 
tent with Chriſtianity, or the horrid Lene of 
ſolute and unconditional Election and Reprobation 


! 2 detected; and dedicated the ſame to the 


teverend George Stanbope, D. D. Dean of Can- 
ry; wherein he Addreſſes him thus: 


. 


I bumbly take leave of doing my ſelf the 
1 Honour of this Dedication, and I am the more 
—Zemboldened, from the Encouragement I have 
received from you, to print the following 
Sheets; having firſt favoured me with a Per- 


=S uſal of them in Manuſcript. ? 


oO ſhameful Impiety, or Ignorance | to give 
| Eountenance to a Book to be printed with ſo 
Pack a Title, derogatory to the X VIIth Ar- 
cle, that he had ſubſcribed to, Sc. | 
HE Now let me infer, how unjuſt it is for any 
lan, that pretends to belong to the Church of 
gland, to give the leaſt Countenance to the 
pop Doctrine of Conditional Election; for 
at was one Point, chat all your firſt Reformers 
ppoſed them in, as may be ſeen in thoſe Au- 
oors referred to in the Beginning of this Trea- 
fe. This Doctor, with Thouſands more in 
is Nation, had an inveterate Hatred againſt 
is Doctrine; and I verily believe one Cauſe 
| as, becauſe the Diſſenters held it, viz, the 
— | + og | * 


particular Baptiſts, the Independanti, and a grea 


with the Author was puffed up with Pride, „ 


Clergy's Disbelief of the others, ſo likewiſe d 
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many Preſbytertans. But, be that as it will, he 


think their two private Judgments were ſuperi. 
or to that of the whole Convocation in th: + 
Year 1562, as I quoted before. And, When 
they met in the Year 1604. they did not think”: 
they wanted Amendment, or Correction; bur, 
with the Concurrence of the King, Lords ant 
Commons, in Parliament aſſembled, they wer: 
your into a Law; and ſtill continue Part of th: 

aw of this Nation; and every Clergyman ſub. 
ſcribes tn them, as profeſſing his firm and un. 
wavering Belief of them. | VT: 

But, as I took ih hand to ſhew the preſent! 


this, I thought I could not pitch on a moe 
6d" Perſon than the Doctor; becanſe hi 
orks are ſo highly eſteemed by them. Ther 
are two Things in this Treatiſe he ſo favoured, 
that I think very remarkable. The firſt is 1 
page 4. where he makes Epenelus ask this Qu: 
jon: | | 23 
But, what do you take to be the moving Ca 
© of this Election? | E. 
Eutychus replies, Neither Foreſeen Faith, 
Works, Freedom of Will, Nobleneſs of Birth, 
nor Merits of Chriſt, but only the good Plez- 7 
* ſureof God, * 
Eßpenelus, I can by no Means concur in your 
Opinion; becauſe the Reaſon of Man's Sal- 
vation in Scripture, is not ſaid to be give" 
«* barely from the Will of God, but from the 
Faith and Obedience of Men.“ 1 
When I read this I was ſurprized ! Pirft, that 
the Author, being a School-maſter ſo man) 
165% Year, 
tf 
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Wears, ſhould be fo ignorant as not to know 

that chere are ſeveral Scriptures flat againſt this 
A fſertion. Now, if he knew of theſe Scrip- 
Ares, and would be ſo bold to aſſert what he 
Woes, then it muſt be a manifeſt Untruth. Se- 
adh, That ſuch a Doctor ſhould have the 
Peruſal of them, and let ſuch a falſe Thing be 
id for the Foundation of the whole Diſcourſe. 
For if I can prove that this is falſe, then the 
Whole Building falls to the Ground; and, that J 


g. Who bas ſaved us, and called us with a holy 
Calling 3 not according to our Works, but according 
bis own Purpoſe and Grace which was given us 
# Chriſt Feſus before the World began, This is a 
at Contutation of his Aſſertion. Rom. ix. 11. 
Not of Works, but of bim that calleth. Chap. 
Pere is a Remnant, according to the Election of 
Pace; and if it be by Grace, then it is no more 
WF Works ; otherwiſe Grace is no more Grace, Ti- 
$ 111. 4, 5. But after that the Kindneſs and Love 
WF God, our Saviour towards Man appeared; not 
8 Works of Righteouſneſs that we have done, but 
ccording to bis Mercy he ſaveth us; by the waſh- 
I's of Regeneration, and the renewing of the Holy 
bet. Here any Perſon may fee, that is en- 
ghtened by the Spirit of God, that the Au- 
dor and the Doctor are found falſe Witneſſes 
=Dz2ainſt the Truth of God's Word. 
be other Paſſage in this Author is bis brffig- 
g in Biſhop Beveridge to countenance his No- 
Jon of Free-will ; wherein he has ſhewn himſelf 
ither a Fool or a diſhoneſt Man, in quoting 
=F Sentence out of his Private Thoughts, Arti- 
e VIII. as juſtly as if an Atheiſt ſhould en- 
2 | d eaVQur 


Hay, pray look into theſe Scriptures ; 2 Tim. 


Fi. 5, 6. Even ſo then, at this preſent Time alſo, 
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deavour to prove there is no God, and he ſhoud 
quote the Pſalm where it is ſaid, The Tot 141 
ſaid in bis Heart, There is no God. But he, wil. 
ling to prove his Aſſertion, leaves out the tor. 
mer Part of the Verſe, and only ſays (There is 
God.) Now, what Perſon, of tolerable Senſe, 
will think this to be a fair Proof. No more 
that he brings from the Biſhop to prove Fre: 
will, as ſhall be made appear thus; (agreeabl: 
to what Biſhop Beveridge ſays, in his Privat: 
Thoughts, I believe every Man may be ſaved tha 
Will.) Now, that I may ſhew you the Deceit of 
this Author (for a Fool would not have acted. 
ſo craftily) I think to ſet down two or three 
Paragraphs of the Biſhop's Book, viz. So nei. 
ther can I have a Sin ſubdued without him; 
© neither can the Fire of God's Wrath be 
* quenched, nor the Filth of my Sin be waſh} 
away, but by the Blood of Chriſt,” So that 
« ] wonder as much at the Doctrine that ſome 
Men have advanced concerning Free-will, asl 5 
do at that which others have brought in Fa 
* vour of good Works: And it is a Myſter! 
to me, how any that ever had an Expericnc: 
of God's Method in working out Sin, and 

© planting Grace in our Hearts, ſhould think X 
they can do it by themſelves, or any Thing 
in Order to it; (Now come the Words this 
Author quotes as Biſhop Beveridge's) * Not tbl l 
* Tin the leaſt queſtion but that every Man may % 
, that will; for this I believe is a rea 
Truth. But J do not believe that any Man ©: A 
« himſelf can will to be ſaved. Whereſocve' 
God enables a Soul effectually to will Salva; 
© tion, he will certainly give Salvation to thi 
Soul: But I believe it is impoſſible for 2 Y 
. << SOUS 
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Soul to will Salvation of it ſelf, as to enjoy 
Salvation without God. And this my Faith 
is not grounded upon a roving Fancy, but 
the moſt ſolid Reaſon : Foraſmuch as of our 
=> ſelves we ate not able, in our Underſtand- 
ings, to diſcern the Evil from the Good; much 
& leſs then are we able in our Wills to prefer 
the Good before the Evil, the Will never 


* VS ſettling upon any Thing but what the Judg- 
ment diſcovers to it. 

gut now that my natural Judgment is un- 
| 2X able to apprehend and repreſent to my Will 
de the true and only Good, under its proper No- 
e 


tion, my own too fad Experience would ſuffici- 
&< ently perſuade me, tho? I had neither Scripture 
or Reaſon for it. And yet the Scripture is alſo 
e *. clear in this Point, that I could not have denied 
it: Tho? I never had any Experience of it. The 
== < moſt High expreſly telling me, That the natu- 
IE © ral Man receiveth not the Things of the Spirit of 
Goa, becauſe they are Foolifhneſs unto him: Neither 
can be know them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſ- 
= © cerned, 1 Cor. ii. 14. There is an abſolute 

* Impoſſibility in it, that any one remaining in 
his natura! Principles, without the Aſſiſtance 
* of God, ſhould apprehend, or conceive, the 
* Excellency of ſpiritual Objects: So that a 
Man may as well read the Letter of the Scrip- 
ture without Eyes, as underſtand the Myſte— 
tries of the Goſpel without Grace. And this 
is not at all to be wonder'd at, eſpeciallysif we 
conſider the vaſt and infinite Diſproportion be- 

* twixt the Object and the Faculty; the Object 
to be apprehended, being nothing leſs than the 


* by we apprehend it, nothing more than the 
| Power 


* beſt of Beings,' God; and the Faculty where- 
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© Power of a finite Creature, pollated with the 
< worſt of Evils, Sin.“ See more of this in the 
ſame Article; which is an utter Confutation 
of the Doctrine of Free- will, as generally ad- 
vanced by the preſent Clergy. But the Biſhop 
goes an; And therefore, ſays he, it is that 


© for all the clear Diſcoveries the Underſtand. 
ing may make to it ſelf, concerning the Glo- 
© ries of the inviſible World. But God aſſures 


© us, it's himſelf alone that affects the Soul with 
them, by inchning his Will to them; For it 
is God that worketh in us both to will and to do of 
* bis good Pleaſure, Phil. ii. 13. So that though 
* God offers Heaven unto all that will accept it, 
in the Holy Scriptures, yet none can accept it 
but whom he himſelf ſtirs up, by his Holy 
Spirit, to endeavour after itz and thus we 
* find it was in Jrael's return from Babylon to 


* © Feruſalem : Though King Cyrus made a Pro- 


* clamation, That whoever would, might go 
* upto worſhip at the holy City, Ezra i. 3. yet 


there were none that accepted of the Offer but 


© thoſe whoſe Spirit God had raiſed to go up, ver. 5. 
So here, though God doth, as it were pro- 
claim to all the World, That whoever will 
come to Chriſt, ſhall certainly be ſaved ; yet 
© ir doth not follow, that all ſhall receive Salva- 
t ion from him: Becauſe it is certain all will not 
come, or rather, none can will to come, un- 
© leſs God enables him. I am ſure, to ſay, None 
* ſhall be ſaved but thoſe that will of themſelves, 
* would be ſad News for me, whoſe Will is ſo na- 
« turally backward to every Thing that is good. 
But this is my Comfort; I am as certain my 
Salvation is of God, as I am certain it cannot 
be of my elf, It's Chriſt who vouchſafed to 
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ie for me, who bas likewiſe promiſed to live 
Ewithin me: It's be that will work all my 
Works, both for me and in me too. Ina 
Word; it is to him I am beholden, not only 
ſor my ſpiritual Bleſſings and Enjoy ments, but 
even for my temporal ones too; which in and 
through bis Name, I daily put up my Petition 
for. So that I have not ſo much as a Morſel 
Jof Bread in Mercy from God, but only upon 
Uthe Account of Chriſt z not a Drop of Drink 
but what flows to me from his Blood. It's he 
that is the very Bleſſing of all my Blefiings ; 
Ewithour whom, my very Mercies would 
prove but Curſes, and my Proſperity would 
but work my Ruin.” . 
= Here is a Piece of ſolid Experience from this 
Ip dicious Prelate; which is an utter Confutati- 
n of the aforeſaid Author, and fully proves 
hat I ſaid of him. | 
There is one, Thing more occurs to my 
ind, out of this Author, In the Contents of 
is Book, I fou ia Reference to a Paſſage, as 
= imagined, of Piſhop U/ber's, being againſt ab- 
Plute Reprobation 3 which raiſed my Deſire to 
Fc what that Prelate ſaid on that Point, know- 
g it would be a flat Contradiction to what I 
Wa quoted from him laſt; fo turning to the 
25th Page, I found! a cunning Inſinuation, but 
Bo Quotation, as follows, viz. * That not long 
before his Death, he declared to ſome Perſons, 
of great Note, That he utterly rejected al 
FX thoſe Opinions of Mr. Calvin.“ Now, I am 
pt to think, here is a Piece of Fraud, for this 
Feaſon; Becauſe he hath not named the Per- 
as ; which, if they were of great Note, only 
r world) Grandeur, and not for Piety, the 
Proof 
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Proof would not bear that Weight that he _— | 
upon it. And in the ſame Place, this Author? 
profeſſes his Belief of the Biſhop's having been 
4 ſincere Convert from, it I miſtake nor, Ca. i 
viniſm to Arminianiſm. I ſuſpect the Truth of this; 
becauſe he would have made his Retractatia 
publick, that the World might have known bu 
dying Sentiments to have been oppoſite to hi? 
former Writings which, by leaving undone, 
he could not, in my Opinion, retain his Cha. 
racter, of Candour and Sincerity, he was al. 
ways fo juſtly eſteemed for; whence I may 
fairly infer, that no ſuch Change of Opinio 
really obtained in that Prelate z this being the 
third Falfity in this Writer, I beg of him, chal 
if ever he appears again in print, it may be witi 
more Truth, and leſs Heat. He, with other 
on that Side the Queſtion, judge us as unmerci- 4 
ful Men; but let me tell them, that if they cal 
prove that the great Phyſician cures all Men, bj 
taking out the Heart of Stone, and giving then 
a Heart of Fleſh, and writing his Laws in then, 
in order to prevent their finally departing fron 
him, then we will come into their Sentiments; 
but if not, we ſhall retain our Opinion till, 
notwithſtanding all their Clamour againſt us, 1 1 
All wiſe Men meaſure the Love of their S0, 
periors by the Effects, as appears in Judas, not 
Iſcariot: Lord, how is it that thou will _ I 
thy ſelf unto us, and not unto the World, Jou I 
xiv. 22. And St. John faitli, Bebold what mann 4 
of Love the Father bath beſiowed upon us, that u. 
ſhould be called the Sons of God. By theſe "| 
Scriptures, though many more might bl F. 
brought, it is evident that God's Love, as u 


the ſaving Effects, is not given to all Perſouf 1 
vun 
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aiverſally; for if they were, then God would 
Pork the Work of Regeneration on the Souls 
of them, ia order to make them meet for 
Glory ; which only his Power can effect, John 
ji. 3. The Creature cannot do any Thing in 
right Manner, *cill this ſaving Work is 
Frought; for the Tree mult be made good be- 
re the Fruit can be ſo. Now, if this great 
nd skilful Phy fician doth this for all Perſons, 

When we will give the Argument in their Fa- 
Four ; but they will not pretend to that, be- 


Fauſe it is maniſeſt to the contrary, Are all Per- 
as made Heirs of God, and Joint-heirs with 
Fes brit? Rom, viii. 17. Seeing none can 


berit the Kingdom, but the right Heirs ; for 
She Kingdom was prepared for them, the 
leirs. For, as our dear Lord ſaith, Fear 
s, little Flock, it is your Father's good Pleaſure 
"WR give you the Kingdom, Luke xii. 32. And our 
rd Jeſus telleth his Diſciples, and in them, 
en Believers, That they foall never periſh, but 
cave everlaſiing Life, John x. 27, 28, Now to 
Drove that his Love is univerſal, it muſt be 
„ ade to appear that theſe Bleſſings are given to 
l Perſons; but, if it ſhould be objected, theſe 
ould be given to all, it all would comply with 
..Y is kind Offers 3 to this we anſwer, with the 
e ccited Biſhop, That it is God alone that 
0 YZ uſt work on the Will to bring it over to him- 
u agreeable to that Text in Pſalm cx. 3. 
People fall be willing in the Day of thy Power : 


if And as the Lord ſaich, Ta. vii. 18. I oe 
mn en bis M. ays, and will heal bim; and will lead 
wil * alſo, and reſtore Comforts to him, Here you 


e, that it is the Work of God alone; away 
| 8 212 
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chen with your Doctrine of univerſal Redemp- 
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tion: For univerſal Redemption, without uni- 
verſal Deliverance from Hell and eternal © 

Wrath, ts univerſal Nonſenſe 3 for Redemp- 
tion carries Deliverance in the Bowels of it. 


But thoſe on the other Side of the Queſtion, 


will not allow God to do any thing on the 
Will, but it muſt ſtand juſt as it is; either to 
turn, or not to turn, as it felf pleaſes. God 
muſt not touch it wich the Loadſtone of his 
Love, for then it would ſtand bent Heaven- 
ward. But this is aſcribing ſo much Power to 
God's Grace, that they cannot admit of, ſor 
Fear of deſtroying their darling Notion of 
free Will: For if this Pillar is taken away 
from them, the whole Building falls about 
their Ears; which they know very well; and 
therefore labour, like a Flie in a Tar- pot, 
ro work themſelves out; but they ftick the 
faſter. I will ſhow here how they invert the 
Order of the Texts, that are in the Word of 
God, James i. 11. Of bis own Will begat be « 
with the Word of Truth : But according to their 
Way of Reaſoning it muſt: run thus: 7} is of 
our own Mills; for if we had been as obſtinate 
as. others, notwithſtanding all God's Willing. 
neſs, we ſhould never have been faved, yea, not- 
withſtanding his great Power and Love. 
Again 3 it is God that worketh in you to ui 
and to do of bis own good Pleaſure, muſt 
run thus: It's of our Will, and of our Plea- 
ſure for we can put by the Wark if ve 
pleaſe; for our Wills muſt be left to them- 
ſelves, and muſt, not be cured of their Obſt 
nacy by ihe Balm of Gilead, nor As I 
by 
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Why ficiah > Therefore if we ſhould own it is 
Bone by the Power of God, our Notion falls to 
She Ground. Whereas it is ſaid, He doth what he 
7 in the Armies of Heaven, and in the Inba- 

bitants of the World ; and none can ſlay his 
Hand, nor ſay unto bim, What doſt thou ? Dan. 
Jv. 35. A bold Free-willer holds, that there 
one Thing that God cannot do; and that 
, he cannot change the Will, for that would 
Pot leave it free; ſo that God is liable to the 
Freateſt Fruſtration that can be; for they 
hold, that he deſigned all the whole human 
Mace for eternal Life and Glory; and that they 
d it in their Power to make it effectual. 
ut they not being ſo good to themſelves as 
e was to them, they muſt periſh, notwith- 
—Wanding he deſigned them for Happineſs. 
re Apoltle Paul faith, It is not in bim 
© Pa! wilketh, nor in him that runneth, but 
— God that ſheweth Merty, Rom. ix. 16. it 
oc run thus; It is of Man that willeth, and 


„bar Man runneth; if they would all do as 
„ey ſhould, and they have a Power to do, if 
ey would exert their Power, ſo that they 
e eight mike themſelves happy. Jude 24. 


ere ano bim that is able to keep you from 
ig; it muſt run thus, If you will be kept 
1 failing; and to preſent you faullleſs, if you 
de without Fault; which makes it pro- 
WPitcrous Ignorance. That Text in Pſalm 
. 3. Thy People Hall be willing in the Day of 


y Power, it muſt be, Thy People ſhall be 


0- g, if they will be willing. 
ſti = hich, I think, ſeems to make it not 
te full of Reaſon they boaſt ſo much 
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of; for they ſtand up for Reaſon ſometime: 
beyond Revelation, 

Ephraim was no Arminian; for he ſaid, Tum 
thou me, and I ſhall be n but if he had 
been a Free-willer, he might have ſaid, If thu, 
wouldſt turn me, I may chuſe whither I will }; 
turned, Jer. xxxi. 18. 

Where it is ſaid, have ſeen his Ways, ani 
will heal him, and reſtore Comforts to bim ani 
his Mourners, it muſt run thus, I have {en 
his Ways, and will heal him, if be will be willing! 
ſhould heal him; but if be will be obſtinate, I canni 
ſave bim; for if I allure him by my Grace, 
then I make him to differ from others; ani" 
then the Doctrine of Free-will is deſtroyed 
once; ſo that I am under an Obligation to 
let him alone, and not to draw him with the“ 
Cords of my Love, but to leave him to peril To 
in his own Obſtinacy, Though I could wii 
the greateſt Eaſe ſay to him by my Power 5 
Let the Will be brought over by my Grace 
as I ſaid in the firſt Creation; let there 
Light, and there was Light : But if I ſay, E 
the Will be brought over, it may ſtand ou 
againſt my Power and Will; an ſo be 2 5 
ſtroyed, notwithſtanding I have a Mind i 
ſhould be eternally happy. For as the Rar 
cometh down, and the Snow from Heaven, all 
returneth not thither, but watereth the Earth, all 
maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may | 
Seed to the Sower, and Bread lo the Eater: 3 
ſhall my Word be that goeth forth out of "i 
Mouth : It ſhall not return unto me void, mM 43 
ſhall accompliſh that which I pleaſe, and it ſoup 4 


Proj. 1 1 N 
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oſper in the Thing whereto I ſent it, Iſaiah 
v. 10, 11. 
| But all that are for the univerſal Love of 
od to all the whole human Race, think that 
He deſigned them all for eternal Happineſs ; 
and that he hath left the whole Matter to 
Furn on the poor weak Will of a fallen Crea- 
ure, that is a Captive to old Satan, and a 
Pilling one too, that likes his Service well, and 
ill be willing to ſerve him for ever. How 
his Text can be made good, without wholly 
—E&hrowing down the whole Fabrick of Free- 
ill, I cannot ſee, I profeſs. Firſt, the Rain 
FTometh down, and the Snow: Now doth not 
hat make the Herbs, and Plants, and Corn, 
. o bring forth Fruit? Can theſe Creatures 
Hinder the Succeſs of the Things ſent for their 


"3 3rowth? Then how ſhould a Sinner hinder 
Pod from working Grace in his Soul? if he 


e Fan, then this Word is brought to a wrong 
FF urpole; and doth not prove what the Spi- 
it of God inſpired the Prophet to declare 
a his People in all Ages; but muſt run 
„bus, I tend my Word like Rain and Snow; 
et you may hinder the Growth, notwith- 
Sanding my Deſires, that are attended with a 
Nighty Power. In ſhort, the whole Scheme 
very weak; not worthy to be embraced b 

ey Perſon of Underſtanding : I could fill a 
> WF olume of Places to the like Import. 

Where it is ſaid, I work, and who hafl let 
r turn it back, as it is in the Margin. 
ow it they are honeſt in confeſſing their 
wn Scheme, they muſt ſay, the Sinner can ler 
» Or turn it back: He can fruſtrate the 
G 3 Whole 


they are eſtcemed as nothing; not that  & 
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whole Deſign of God; and he hath done 
it, and doth it, and will do it, let Gad do 
what he can; for it is not in his Power to 
move the Will by his perſuading it to be 
willing. There is one Text that ſaith, Drau 
me, and we will run after thee : But this cuts 
the Sinews of Arminianiſm quite through; for 
what can the Church mean but this; that 
ſhe found her Will to be ſo bent to other 
Lovers; that ſhe could not follow her Lord a2 
ſhe would; ſo the wanted him to draw it to 
himſelf. And our Lord faith, No Man can cone 
to me, except the Father, which bath ſent me, 
draw bim, John vi. 44. Now what is it 
that is to be drawn to Chriſt? Surely it is 
the Will of the poor Sinner, that is enlight- 
ened by the Spirit of God to fee his own 
Weakneſs and Inability, to follow Chriſt in 
the Ways of his own Appointments. Now, 
I think, I have faid enough to confute this 
Notion of Free-Will; that is, that a fallen 
Sinner, that hath not paſſed under a ſaving 
Work of Regeneration, hath not a free Will = 
to will theſe Things, that are ſpiritually good, 
until the Will is brought over by the Work 
of the Spirit of God upon it. And you ſe: | 
have ſome of your beſt Biſhops, of my Opi. 


nion. And I doubt nor, but that 1 could fill 
a Folto, of a thouſand Pages, of other Church 1 a 


of England Biſhops on this Point. But nov Wl 


4-4 
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1 


come into theſe Sentiments, merely becauſe 
ſuch great and good Men hold them, bu 
becauſe I, with others, ſee that it is according 
to the Word of God, and the Experiences c 
* | < | Wy 999 


all the Saints in all Ages. But let me tell 
you, that I eſteem theſe three Biſhops Opi- 
nions to be worth a thouſand of your 
whifling Prieſts, that will fling their Squibs 
at theſe great Men's Sayings, though they 
are not worthy to carry their Books after 
them: But I leave them all to their Matter 
that they ſerved, to give his Sentence, which will 
be according to Truth. 
Cb. I perceive that we are in the Wrong in 
3 **Wour Notions of Free-Will and univerſal Love: 
For when I ſee ſo many thouſands ſwearing, 
* Flying, and breaking the Sabbath, I cannot 
. 55 thinking, that theſe Perſons are in a 


tate of Unregeneracy, and have no true Hope 
of being ſaved: For the Scripture ſaith, by 
their Fruits you ſhall know them; and if they 
n ZDFvere converted, they dare not be found fo 


A 
on 
# 


in doing. 

„ Theſe Free -Willers, if they pray conſiſtent 
1 bitch themſelves (as one faith) cheir Petitions 
en I gzmuſt run thus: 

g 

il Lord, give me Grace that I may love 
x, 6 thee, if I will; that I may fear thee, if I 
list; that I may obey thee, if I pleaſe: 
el I Lord, let me be tranſlated out of the Kingdom 
Pl. 


of Darkneſs into the Kingdom of thy dear 
Son, if I will. Not unto thee, O Lord, 
mult they ſay, not unto thee, but unto. our 
ſelves, be the Praiſe 3 or, at leaſt, more un- 
to our ſelves than unto thee.? 


0 View this Doctrine well, and compare it 
ich the Doctrine of the Goſpel, and you 
= HS will 
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will find them juſt as agreeable as Light 
and Darkneſs: They pretend it is in the 
Power of any Sinner to repent when he will ; 
that is, that he can exert that Power at 
any Time: But hear what that experimental 
Man, Francis Quarles, faith to this: 


Canſt thou recover thy conſumed Fleſh 

From the well. feaſted Worms, or put on freſh # 
Canſt thou redeem thy Aſpes from the Dead, 
Or quit thy Carcaſs from her Sheet of Lead ? 
Canſt thou awaken thy earth-cloſed Eyes, 
Unlock thy marble Monument and riſe ? 

All this thou mayſt perform with as great Eaſe, 
As to repent thee, mortal, when thou pleaſe. 

It is thy Grave, not Bed, that thou art in: 
Thowrt not aſleep, but thou art dead in Sin. 


Here you may ſee your greateſt Men, for 
Godlineſs and Experience, are on my Side. 


Cb. Jam amazed to ſee and hear how 


our preſent Clergy are fallen from the Doc- 
trine of the Reformation : I have often heard 
them thunder againſt the Doctrine of Predeſti- 
nation. Ard the Dean of Chicheſter wrote a 
Book on the Articles which I had a great 
Deſire to fee, in order to examine his Opi- 
nion of the 17th Article; and I found that 
he turned the Article from its native Senſe ; 
and that he might give Colour to his Senti- 
ment, he brings in the 31ſt Article, and 
would infer, that the Compilers of this Article 
meant it of univerſal Redemption. Now I 
will endeavour to ſhew, that they never meant 
5 N a 2 yo _ i I he 
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Se of any ſuch Thing; but were Perſons of 
more Senſe and Judgment: And, I think, 
the moſt juſt Way to prove it, is to hear 
what is ſaid on this Point in their Wri- 
kings: And it the nearer the Fountain the 


Tlearer the Stream, then ſurely thoſe that 
were cotemporary with them, were the 
peſt Judges in what Senſe the aforeſaid Arti- 
cle is to be taken in. 

And I will begin with that worthy Reformer 
Mr. William Perkins, Vol. I. p. 296. As for 
The univerſal Redemption of all and every Man, 
it is no better than a Forgery of Men's 
rains: There ſhall be many in that Day of 
Judgment, Mat. vii. 23. of whom Chriſt 
Shall ſay, that be never knew them ; and again 
de faith, Jobn iii. 36. He that believeth not is 
ready judged, and the Wrath of God abides 
on bim. But if all were effectually redeem- 
J d, and only condemned for not believing in 
briſt, it ſhould have been ſaid, that they 
re already judged ; and that the Wrath of 
od, not abides, but returns upon them, 
briſt makes no Interceſſion for the World, 
obs xvii. 9. And therefore his Redemption is 
Wt effetlual unto all Men. For the Interceſſion 
che Means of applying the Satisfaction. 
ic be ſaid, that by the World is mean”, only 
FF ontemners of Grace, it appears to be other- 
File. In that Chriſt oppoſeth the World to 
em which are the Father's, and are given 
o Chriſt by him; thereby ſignifying, 
Pat by the World he means, all ſuch as 
e not the Father's, and were never given 
= Chriſt, And Joby x. 17. He lays down 
_—T his 
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his Life for his Sheep. Now the Sheep ban 
all their Brands and Marks, they hear bi 
Voice, they know him, they follow hin 
they ſhall not JS, none ſhall pluck then 


out of Chriſt's Hands, and theſe are only ſuch o 
whom St. Paul faith, Rom. viii. 33. Who fo 
lay any thing to the Charge of God's Eleh, i: 
is God that juſtifieth * Who ſhall condemn ? Ar, 


if this ſhould be true, that Chriſt was cruc;” 


fied, and died no leſs to make Satisfactic 


for the Sins of the Damned, than for the Sin 


of Peter and Paul, and the reſt of the Saint 
it follows neceſlarily that all their Sins an 
forgiven, conſidering that the Remiſſion of Sc 


depends inſeparably upon Satisfaction made n 
God's Juſtice for Sin, and a Satisfaction doe, 
neceſſarily aboliſh all Faults. We grant, tha 
Chriſt's Death is ſufficient to ſave many th: 0-H 
ſand Worlds. We grant, again, that it i 
every Way moſt effeCtual in its ſelf: Buy 
that it is effectual in, or unto the Perſon d 


every Man, that we deny; for if it were tha 


effectual, then it ſhould be applied unto 
Perſon of every Man, as to Cain, Judas, & 
Even as the Plaiſter is laid to the Sore beg 
applied, Chrift's Righteouſneſs ſhould be ic 
puted for the Juſtification, and Chriſt's Spin 
infuſed for the Sanctification, of all and evi 
Man; and thus ſome juſtified before 60 
and ſanctified, . ſhould atter go to Hell a 
be damned: Whereas, Holy David nevi 
dreamed of this Divinity, P/a/m xxxii. 1. 748 
are bleſſed which have the Pardon of their Sin 6 
And Rom v. 1. That they which are 1/14 


have Peace with God.“ Now it is evident! oY 
| W 


"a 
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& Reformer was entirely againſt univerſal 
SEdemption. , 
Mr. Edward Elton, Miniſter of God's Word, 
St. Mary Magdalen's Bermondſea is the next. 
& wiſh they that fill that Pulpit now, would 
each the ſame Doctrine that he did; be pleaſed 
take what he ſays on Redemption in his Ex- 
WD ſition on Coleſians, p. 87. In whom we 
ve Redemption, that is the Forgiveneſs 
Sins. „Hence follows this Concluſion, 
Sat none are redeemed by the Death of 
Priſt, but only God's Elect: I will labour 
make this plain. Remiſſion of Sins, is 
rt of Juſtification in the Sight of God, 
Id none are juſtified in God's Sight, but 
oſe whom he predeſtinated : For none have 
With, whereby they apprehend and apply 
hriſt to their Juſtification in his Sight, but 
Ich as were preordained to Lite and Salvation, 
Ws xii. 48. And as many as were oraained 
% eternal Life believed. Now then Redemp- 
"Fon being thus placed in the Remiſſion of 
Ins, and Remiſſion of Sins being Part of 
„ ſtifcation in the Sight of God: Hereupon 
follows neceſſarily, that none are redeemed 


— — 


Wy, that Chriſt died for all, Elect and Re- 
1 obate, then this would follow, that he died 
r ſome that are now frying in the Fire of 
Well; which is a moſt abſurd Concluſion, eves 
"RE 2cumelious and blaſphemous againſt Chriſt. 
is as much as to fay, that Chriſt died for 
me; and after that, was not able to brin 

em to Life and Salvation. The Apoſtle hath 
1 Poght, Epb. v. 25, 26. That be gave himſelf for 
15 N | his 


in J t only God's Elect. Again, if we ſhould 
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his Church, (the true Members of it,) that be ni 
ſanctify it, and cleanſe it, and ſo make it mee! u 
bis Kingdom of Glory.“ © 4 
Let the Application of this Doctrine n 
proved be to this Purpoſe, to teach us that ir; 
but a fond Imagination, and a fooliſh Thin? | 
for us to think that there is a univerſal Redemy 4 
tion by Chrift, and that he died for all, as ſon: 1 
vainly imagine, without Reaſon or Ground I 
When they are convinced of Sin, and forced 
confeſs that they are grievous Sinners, then the , 
flie to this, That Chriſt died for all. Many lea, | 
on this Staff or Reed, and deceive themſclv« 
We mult learn to acknowledge and imbrace th: 
Truth, and be reſolved of it, That Chriſt du | 
only for God's Eleft effeftually: And, it wi } 
would have Comfort by his Death, and by il 
Doctrine of Redemption wrought by him, vi 


"—— 


muſt labour to find our ſelves in the Numbz_ 
of the Redeemed; and be able to ſay, with on 
Apoſtle in this Place, That in Chriſt we have 4. 
dempiion. How is that to be done, may ſon 
fay ? Would'ſt thou know how thou may'ſt fil Y 4 
Comfort in the Redemption wrought by Chriſl' 
Then take this for one infallible Rule, groun-l 
cd on the Word of God, That Chriſt wo 


7 S* 


Men not only from deſerved Condemnation, but 4 
from their vain Converſation: To whom" 
Cbrift is 4 Saviour and Redeemer, by Merit ji 5 
curing the Pardon of Sin; to him be is 4 Savia A 
by Efficacy alſo, by turning bis or her Heart n 
Sin to Gad. It is plajnly proved from 7 
ver. 14. That Chrijt gave bimſelf to redeem a Y 
purge. The Propoſition | is copulative, not 1 
functive; and it is the Rule of Reaſon, that - 


* 4 


it 
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one Part of the copulative Propoſition be 

| We the other alſo * falſe. If then thou 
Puld'ſt know, whether Chriſt hath redeemed 
Ie from the Guilt and Puniſhment of Sin, 

r into thy ſelf and ſee, if he hath purged 
ee from thy Filthineſs and Sins.“ Now, I 
Wink, here. is a ſtrong Confirmation, that your 
a Reformers did not take the Article in the 
> Wnſe that the aforeſaid Author pretends they 


7 I read a Book ſome Years ago, I think it was 


| Wote by Dr. Owen, but I cannot be ſure: 
nere was this threefold Qyeſtion in it: 
= | | 


ha 7 ö Whether Chriſt died for all the Sins of all Men? 


wo = ſome of the Sins of all Men? or all the Sins of 
me Men? 
, /ays the Author, they ſay for all the Sins 


x of all Men, then muſt all Men be diſcharged 
oy Virtue of that Satisfaction given to the 
Joſtice of God: And, if they ſay for ſome of 

che Sins of all Men, then have all Men ſome 
me Sins to anſwer for: Then, as holy David lays, 


Lea, if thou fbould'ſt mark Iniguity againſt us; 


0 Lord, who can fland: But, if they tay for all 
"Fe Sins of ſome Men, then we are one with 
them, and the Controverſy ends.“ 
1 


Will any worldly-wiſe Arminian act ſo weakly 
=D the Things of this World, as he, by his No- 
ons, makes Chriſt to act? That is, Would 
one of. them lay down a hundred'thouſand 
"FF ounds for the Purchaſe of a large Eſtate, 
nd not ſecure that Purchaſe, when it is as eaty 

7 for 
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for him to do the one, as the other? Now, to 
ſay Chrift laid down his invaluable Blood, of 
more Worth than ten thouſand Worlds, and not 
cure their diſobedient Wills; Who came to turn 1 
them from Darkneſs unio Light, and from th: © 
Power of Satan unto God; muſt caft the 
reateſt Contempt on his Love, Care and 
Wiſdom. Nay, all the Arminians, that have 4 
any tolerable Share of Modeſty, muſt allowv, 
that God knew who would not believe and re. 
pent, and ſo fall ſhort of that Redemption. 
Then to what Purpoſe would it be to ſend bs 
Son to die for them, that he knew would never 
accept of it? So, by their own Hypotheſis, Z 
they ate ſelf-condemned. 4 
Ch, I profeſs I never heard fo much in all I | 
my Life on this Point: But this I know, all 
our Clergy, that I have heard, are for 3 
dying for all Men; and I have always been in | 8 
that Way of Thinking, But now, I think, 1 Y I 
would be a great Weakneſs in Chriſt to lay v 
down his invaluable Blood, and not kno 
what he is to take up for it: Wiſe Men in thi Þ 
World don't uſe to do ſo. 

Diſ. You have rightly faid z for Chriſt's Inter- | 
ceſſion in Heaven is founded on his Oblation, 2 | 
or Sacrifice, Chriſt is our Advocate wih 
the Father; ſo he is ſaid to be, 1 Jobn i. 2 i 1 
there are three Things requiſite in an Advo- By 
cate. , Firſt, That he ſhould be a Perſon «| 
great Wiſdom. Secondly, Of great Faithfa-. 
nels. And, Thirdly, That he ſhould Cl 4 

great Love for * he pleads for. Now al 
| | theſe three Perfections are in our precious A 
it vocate; but one Thing, that crowns the ret 
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the Judge he pleads before always hears | 
Em, ſo as to anſwer his Requeſt, obs xi. 42, 

How, what Cauſe can miſcarry, that is thus 

rtißed with Wiſdom, Power and Love? And, 

T this was done for all, then all would be eter- 

ally Happy. 

Ch. I think nothing can baffle this, 

W Di/. I think ſo too: And now we are both 

one Mind; lets keep ſo, uniil we meet in the 

General Aſſembly of the Church of the firſt Born, 

Which are written in Heaven; there to fing Halle- 

ab to the Lamb for ever, and ever, 
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| Age 13. line 7. for that read the. page 14. line 21. for 
1. Difſenters read Deſerters. Page 51. line 25. for an im- 
vo- fedt read a perfect. Page 61. line 11. leave out he. 

tee 71. line 30. for determinate read determined Page 73, 
e. aſter England read of. , 
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